
Laval’s English Paper, Since 1993
450-978-9999    www.lavalnews.ca    info@newsfirst.ca    120,000 readersVol. 30 - 12 April 6, 2022

364 DUBOIS STREET, SAINT-EUSTACHE

1-844-475-2769

CHEVROLET 
BOLT EV

GMC
TERRAIN

CHEVROLET
SILVERADO

BEFORE BUYING ELSEWHERE,
DON’T FORGET TO

STOP BY BRETON!

1385, Boul. des Laurentides local 103,  
Vimont, Laval     514 476-4565 

Professional  
Auto Body  

Repair & Painting
Expert Color Matching • Factory Genuine Parts 

Insurance Work Accepted • All Work Guaranteed  
Import Car Specialists • Major & Minor Repairs

To all my constituents of Chomedey,  
my warmest wishes for a  
Happy Passover and a Happy Easter !

450 686-0166 | Guy.Ouellette.CHOM@assnat.qc.ca
4599, boul. Samson, Bureau 201, Laval (QC)  H7W 2H2

Guy Ouellette
MNA for Chomedey Since March 26, 2007

St-Laurent MP Emmanuella Lambropoulos, Vimy MP Annie 
Koutrakis and Laval-Les Îles MP Fayçal El-Khoury, layed a 
wreath on behalf the Canadian Government.

Saint-Rose MNA Christopher Skeete,  Chomedey MNA Guy 
Ouellette and Laval des Rapides MNA Saoul Polo layed a 
wreath on behalf of the Quebec Government.

Representing Laval Mayor Stephane Boyer, executive-com-
mittee vice-president Ray Khalil, layed a wreath with city 
councillors Vasilios Karidogiannis and Aglaia Revelakis.

LAVAL HONOURS GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY Pages 8-9

Charest visits LavalCharest visits Laval  
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Divers cleared ‘frazil’ iceDivers cleared ‘frazil’ ice
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If oratorical skill and powers of persuasion hold the key to 
winning the race for the Conservative Party of Canada’s leader-
ship, then Jean Charest may well be correct when he states he’ll be 
the Tories’ next leader when the decision is made in September.

Bid to lead the CPC
Charest’s talent as a podium speaker, as well as his uncanny 

ability to massage the senses of supporters and media into believ-
ing, were on full display last week when he was at the Château 
Royal in Laval to announce to Quebecers his bid for the CPC 
leadership.

More than 500 supporters cheered Charest, who served as 
Premier of Quebec from 2003 to 2012 while leading the Quebec 
Liberal Party, and who also served as leader of the Progressive 
Conservative Party of Canada from 1993 to 1998.

Wants to heal division

“I am returning because Canada is seriously divided,” said 
Charest, who served as vice-president of the “No” committee 
during the campaign leading up to the 1995 provincial refer-
endum on Quebec sovereignty, and whose current leadership 
campaign is using the slogan “Built to Win.”

“If there is a big distinction to be made between us and the other 
political parties in the federal parliament – the federal Liberals, 
the NDP, the Bloc – if there’s a major difference it’s that Canada’s 
Conservatives know how to make Canadian federalism work, 
we know how to respect the province’s responsibilities and we 
know how to make federalism operate to realize major projects 
for Canada,” he added.
Charest’s pitch to Alberta

Charest said that if he had chosen to recently launch his bid 
for the CPC leadership in Alberta, it was because he wanted 
to emphasize the challenges and ordeals that the people of the 
western province have been subjected to in recent years, while 
being largely ignored by the Trudeau government.

“I went to Alberta to give them the following message: I want 
to be the leader of the Conservative Party of Canada so that you 
may return into the Canadian fold with honor and enthusiasm, 
so that we can all be at the same table.”

Charest argued that, with his extensive knowledge and previ-
ous experience in politics, he is in a much better position than 
anyone to map out strategy for a nation-wide campaign to elect 
a Conservative government with him as Prime Minister.
Chief rival is Poilievre

“Now, there’s something about which I know a thing or two,” he 
said, referring to election campaigns. “Because, friends, speaking 
of election campaigns, I’ve done a few and I’ve won some. And 
I have more election campaigns to win.”

While former Conservative cabinet minister Pierre Poilievre 
is still believed to have a significant lead in the intentions of the 
Tory membership who will be electing their new leader on Sept. 
10, Charest made no specific mention of his chief rival, although 
he alluded to the hard-right style of politics that Poilievre favours.

“The Conservative Party of Canada is going to have a very 
important choice: Either we go down the road of American 
politics, or we choose a leader that will bring us together,” he 
said. “It is the condition by which we can win. If the Conservative 
Party of Canada is not able to unite, we will not unite Canadians 
behind us. And we need a national party.
Eye on winning Montreal seats

“What are Canadians telling us now? They look at the Trudeau 
government and they say, ‘You [the CPC] are the answer. You’re 
the national alternative to the Liberals. Get your act together. 
Get yourself organized. Please be the national party that we want 
you to be. Live up to your ambitions.’”

Charest maintained that not only would he succeed in uniting 
the Conservative Party of Canada, but “for those of us here in 
Quebec, let me share a secret with you: Not only will I lead it 
into an election campaign, but I will elect members of Parliament 
on the island of Montreal. I will bring to the table Members of 
Parliament from every single province in the country.”
Unity and leadership

In his closing remarks, Charest made the following pledge: “I 
know the road to victory. I have taken this road before. I know 
the way, so that we Conservatives here in Quebec but also every-
where in Canada may at last govern this country, build it, see it 
grow, and allow it to take its well-deserved place in the world.

“This journey can be summed up in a few words: strong leader-
ship and unity. I am the leader who will unite the Conservative 
Party of Canada and I am he who will give the Conservative 
Party of Canada a national government.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: LAVAL MEDIA WAS NOT INVITED 
WHEN MR. POLIEVRE CAME TO LAVAL TWICE.

Jean Charest launches Conservative Party leadership bid in Laval
Former Quebec Premier pledges to unite a ‘seriously divided’ country

Former Quebec Liberal Premier Jean Charest 
is seeking the leadership of the Conservative 
Party of Canada.

Jean Charest says only he can unite the 
Conservative Party and lead them to forming a 
government. 

PHOTOS: Martin C. Barry-Newsfirst

CALL US: 450 934-1122CALL US: 450 934-1122

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca
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According to findings in a new study conducted 
by the Fraser Institute, Quebec and eastern 
Canada have the highest personal income tax 
rates nationwide on individuals and households 
that earn $100,000 or more a year.

High earners in Western Canada
The report found that authorities in Western 

Canada, by contrast, tax high income earners at 
lower rates and have higher numbers of those 
earners.

“There is clearly an east-west divide in Canada, 
with Quebec and Atlantic Canada having the 
highest income tax rates on high-income earn-
ers, and the lowest share of high-income tax 
filers,” said Alex Whalen, policy analyst at the 
Vancouver-based think tank, who co-authored 
the report.

Few $100K earners here
The study found that couples with no chil-

dren, couples with one child, and couples with 
two children in Quebec had higher personal 
income rates than anywhere else in Canada. 
Single people in Quebec who made more than 
$100,000 had the second highest personal 
income tax rate nationwide after Prince Edward 
Island.

Crucially, of the 10 Canadian provinces, 
Quebec had the seventh lowest percentage of 

tax filers who earned $100,000 or more a year 
in income, and again, the Atlantic provinces 
also were at the bottom of the pack for share 
of tax filers who earned more than $100,000.

Few high-income earners
“The situation in Quebec and the Atlantic 

provinces is clear – the jurisdictions in Canada 
with the highest personal income tax rates 
on high-income earners also have the lowest 
share of high-income earners nationwide,” said 
Whalen.

“Given that high income earners are often 
entrepreneurs, job creators, or other high 
performers, policymakers in Quebec and east-
ern Canada should consider personal income 
tax reform in order to make their tax regimes 
competitive with the rest of the country.”

Only Quebec was higher
In the report, titled ‘High Tax Rates on Top 

Earners in Atlantic Canada and Quebec,’ the 
authors said that when looking at couples 
with one child and income over $100,000, 
Newfoundland & Labrador stood out as the 
Atlantic province with the highest rate, at 25.4 
per cent. Only Quebec was higher at 26.5 per 
cent.

Some patterns and themes emerged in the 
report. Among other things, Quebec applies 
the highest effective personal income-tax rates 
in Canada, closely followed by Newfoundland 
& Labrador, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island 
and New Brunswick.

Atlantic Canada taxes
In their conclusion, the authors wrote, “The 

data presented show that the four Atlantic 
Canadian provinces generally impose higher 
effective personal income-tax rates than the 
Canadian average across various high-income 
thresholds and across various family types, 
including unattached individuals, couples with 
no children, couples with one child, and couples 

with two children.
“In other words, Atlantic Canada’s personal 

income-tax burden is consistently above aver-
age for Canadians earning high incomes. The 
region also generally has, along with Quebec, 
the lowest share of Canadians earning above 
$100,000 compared to Central and, particularly, 
Western Canada.”

Fraser Institute says Quebec families earning $100K 
or more pay highest taxes
National think tank critical of taxation rates here and in Canada’s Atlantic provinces

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca
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Like many of you, I enjoy my espresso coffee, and it would be very 
difficult for me to switch to tea, as some of you are doing. But 
on a recent shopping trip to my favourite Italian grocery store 

(or what use to be my favourite), the price of my espresso was jacked 
up. Are you sitting down? The same pack increased by 60%. I honestly 
believed it to be a mistake. I contacted management and yes indeed, 
the supplier had increased their price. This resulted in the store itself 
is experiencing escalating costs, and all these spiraling expenses were 
simply passed on to the consumer. 

We are told inflation is up to 5.7%. Who actually believes that? From gas to 
coffee, I have not seen any item on any shelf in any store up by a mere 5.7%. 
Accountants deal with and are mostly buried in numbers, so I would have 
to consider them experts in this area. When a forensic accountant  told me 
the real inflation in Canada is at least 15%, that seemed much more realistic.  
We are told the principal reason for this outrageous escalation in the 
price of goods is due to the Russian invasion of the Ukraine. Yes, partly. 
It’s true that 25% of world wheat exports and 16% of corn exports come 
from the two countries combined. At this time, the exports of those 
commodities have virtually come to a halt. There is no denying that. But 
also keep in mind the pandemic caused manufacturers to cut back on 
production and reduce, if not eliminate inventory. There is a shortage 
of people who want to work five days a week. A major factor lies in 
Ottawa and Washington’s blow to the oil and gas industry. Drillers and 
transporters were cut off at the knees in Canada and the US by shutting 
down proposed pipelines, and any potential infrastructure that would 
have eliminated today’s unrealistic ballistic price at the pumps. This 
was a colossal error committed by the green left movement, and we 
are paying for it. 

In addition, there has recently been Canadian government spending 
the likes of which no generation has ever seen. So many were seeing 
their bank accounts swell by government deposits far exceeding what 
they normally earned. So all these factors have led to historically high 
prices. And then the needless Russian war happened. It reduced raw 
materials to the world, and disrupted oil and gas distribution in Europe, 
where they are now paying four times more to heat with natural gas. 
It is an understatement to say that these have not been the best three 
years of our lives.

These unconscionable increases in price are not only about supply chain 
factors, higher wages, and other pandemic related issues. These soaring 
prices are also about price gouging and corporate greed. The stock market 
is where the real numbers surface. No corporation is suffering. In fact, 

many are brazenly boasting to shareholders that they are increasing 
prices, simply because they can. 

In Canada, only some media and Conservatives inside and outside the 
House of Commons are shining a light on these outrageous prices, with 
leadership contestants Poilievre, Charest, and interim leader Candice 
Bergen leading the charge. In the US, some Congressmen have intro-
duced the COVID–19 Price Gouging Prevention Act. It would give 
the Federal Trade Commission the ability to “seek civil penalties 
from companies that raise prices to unconscionably excessive levels”. 
Although it’s uncertain as to who is listening, or what results these 
actions could bring, but at least there are some courageous politicians 
making the effort to bring awareness to this unaffordable consumer 
dilemma. 

NOTES
The Russians are not so far away. They are at our border in the 

Arctic. Canada had better prepare for incursion if not assimilation 
of our Arctic property. And they are just a few miles from Alaska, 
the US border. Russia has already planted its flag at the North Pole.

If Québec refuses to allow a Canadian gas pipeline through its 
territory, willing Manitoba, the center of Canada is perhaps a better 
alternative and quicker route to Europe and Indo-Asia. Churchill, 
Manitoba is the solution to export our energy. It sits on Hudson Bay 
and according to Conservative Peter McKay, has the “potential to be 
a gateway to world markets.” Unfortunately, it’s not going to happen 
with the NDP in power in Canada, and the likes of Enviro Minister 
Steven Guilbeault who “rather than unify and invest in Canada, 
spends time virtue signalling.”

How is it that while our allies are desperate, in fact rationing energy, 
the Canadian government is acting totally disconnected by using 
climate change to hobble if not destroy our number one industry, 
energy. It’s a gift to Russia, Venezuela and the rest of the oil produ-
cing dictatorial nations. And it also means that more countries will 
increase the burning of the real polluter, coal. Eliminating fossil fuels 
is not an automatic entry to the green world.

Leger survey says Canadians overwhelmingly want vandals to leave 
John A. McDonald statues alone. No one learns from history by 
cancelling it.

That’s what I’m Thinking
Robert Vairo
robert@newfirst.ca

THAT’S WHAT
              I’M THINKING
Robert Vairo

Inflation in Canada is 15%, not 5.7%

Opinion Editorial&

A sixth wave of COVID-19 is running rampant 
in the National Assembly, as it is in the larger 
population. Both the premier and deputy premier 
tested positive last week, as well as eight other 
MNAs, National Assembly employees and even 
members of the press tribune like myself. I am 
writing this column with a fever and a runny 
nose. Despite being triple vaccinated, a rapid 
test confirmed I have also contracted the virus. 

After managing to avoid getting COVID-19 for 
the last two years, learning to “live with the virus” 
has been a rough lesson. Not just for me. I know 
families who self-isolated during the holidays, 
only to be going through the whole process again 
as other members test positive now. Some people 
seem to pull through with minor symptoms, 
described as a “bad cold,” while people like me 
have been sick in bed for days. Other friends, 
still healthy, tell me their stress levels have spiked 
as they prepare for what now seems the inevit-
able, stocking up on Kleenex and chicken noodle 
soup. The economy may have re-opened, but the 
pandemic is still interrupting our lives.  

Uptick in cases expected
The uptick in cases is in part, to be expected, 

after Quebec relaxed most of its public health 
restrictions earlier this month. The explosion of 
new cases has led to an increase in hospitaliza-
tions and admissions to intensive care, but noth-
ing like what we have seen during past waves. For 
this reason, the health minister maintains that 
public health measures will not be reintroduced. 

“It’s true we’re concerned about the increase 
in the cases and hospitalizations, but, at the 
same time, I’ll remind you that it was foreseen,” 
health minister Christian Dubé told reporters 
last Thursday. “What changes things a little bit 
– but again, I repeat, it was foreseen – is the 
rapid increase of the BA.2 variant in proportion 
to Omicron, which has in the last several days, 
exceeded 50 per cent.”

Dubé insisted he is not concerned about hospi-
tal capacity, even in the regions, where this latest 
variant seems to be hitting the hardest. What this 
wave does seem to threaten is what many repor-
ters have pointed out this past week: the National 
Assembly’s ability to pass important legislation 
before the end of the session because committee 
work is being held up due to the absence of so 

many MNAs. 

$8.9 billion health care overhaul
This includes several pieces of legislation 

concerning health care, as well as the minister’s 
$8.9 billion plan to overhaul the health care 
system. Last Tuesday, Dubé announced the 
highly anticipated action plan, which includes 
major investments in home care, limiting manda-
tory overtime for nurses, improving access to 
data and the introduction of a single portal that 
will allow patients who don’t have their own 
family doctor to book an appointment with a GP.

The 50-point plan, which is supposed to be 
in place by 2025, has been heavily criticized by 
health care professionals and opposition parties 
for not being costed, nor specific about targets. 

“The fact is, they (the CAQ government) have 
not fulfilled their promise of 2018 and now they 
are trying, with a new slogan, with some new 
catchy lines, some marketing plan to make us 
believe that now, eureka! They have found the 
solution,” said Québec Solidaire MNA Vincent 
Marissal. 

One million Quebecers do not have a family 

#NewsMatters:
The National 

 Assembly Report

  By Raquel Fletcher

Sixth wave of pandemic runs rampant in National Assembly 
Premier, MNAs, employees, QCNA columnist all have COVID

► Continued on page  5

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/675
mailto:robert@newfirst.ca
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The Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, 
Mr. André Lamontagne, announced the grant-
ing of financial assistance totaling $7.1 million to 
three organizations involved in the food processing 
sector. First, the Quebec Food Processing Council 
(CTAQ) is getting $750,000 to support its project 
entitled “Accompaniment and development of 
food processing business markets”. Second, the 
Quebec Duck and Goose Breeders Association 

(AECOQ) is receiving $366,911 to help it carry 
out a similar project with companies in the animal 
protein sectors.

These two projects, with a total value of 
approximately $1.7 million including contributions 
from all the partners, essentially consist of meeting 
the needs of small, medium and larger agri-food 
businesses to support them in the development of 
their markets. They aim to provide food processing 
companies with the expertise, guidance and tools 
to promote and increase the sale of their products 
on the Quebec market.

This financial assistance is granted under compon-
ent 2 of the biofood market development program 
of the Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et 
de l’Alimentation.

In addition, the Royal Institution for the 
Advancement of Science/McGill University is 
granted financial assistance of $6 million, for the 
fiscal years 2021-2022 to 2025-2026, to continue 
the work of the Consortium for Research and of 
innovation in food processing (RITA Consortium). 
Created in 2017, the RITA Consortium develops 
and supports research, innovation and technology 
transfer activities in all food processing sectors in 
Quebec. The project, worth $11.273 million, includ-
ing contributions from McGill University and those 
of partners and companies, revolves around the 
innovation of products and technological processes 
intended to increase the competitiveness of food 
companies and to support food self-sufficiency and 
sustainable food. 

“To achieve greater food self-sufficiency, it 
is important that processing companies unite 
to participate in collective marketing, research 
and innovation initiatives. The government is 
supporting them on this path through various meas-
ures, including the Biofood Market Development 
Program and support for the RITA Consortium. 
The projects presented by the CTAQ, the AECOQ 
and the Royal Institution for the Advancement 
of Science/McGill University will contribute to 
increasing the supply of food from here on the local 
market while promoting the economic recovery of 
the regions. “ said Mr. André Lamontagne, Minister 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food.

doctor, up from 400,000 before the pandemic. 
The Liberal opposition says the plan does not 
actually address this main issue.  

“The plan should be about having one person 
able to take care of you,” said Liberal Leader 
Dominique Anglade. “That one person knows 
your file, knows your history… and they can 
ensure a follow-up. And for chronic problems, 
this is really fundamental.” 

Quebecers deserve health care 
that works

Many Quebec commentators have pointed 
out that the population remains cynical about 
the province’s ability to deliver on its promise to 
rebuild the health care system. Maybe I am just 
talking as someone who has not left my bed in 
a week, but after all we’ve been through these 
last two years, I’d say we can’t give up now. 

Quebecers deserve a functional health care 
system that puts patients first. They need to 
demand the government make that happen. 
The pandemic tested all our limits. It claimed 
thousands of lives. It brought our health 
network to the brink of collapse. It brought 
our health providers to the brink of exhaus-
tion. It will all have been for nothing if we don’t 
become stronger as a result. 

◄ Continued from page  4
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The vaccine 
isn’t effective
against this,

Québec.ca/COVIDvaccine

Vaccination remains  
the best protection.

but it’s very 
effective against

COVID-19.

As the population ages, more and more seniors 
are looking for home care. This represents part 
of the major shift towards home care that the 
government of Quebec announced on March 
25th that it wants to deal with. The Minister of 
Health and Social Services, Christian Dubé, 
and the Minister responsible for Seniors and 
Caregivers, Marguerite Blais, announced 
that the Health and Welfare Commissioner 
(CSBE), Ms. Joanne Castonguay, will analyze 
the performance of government programs to 
improve home care and support services.

In a situation where the number of seniors 
will increase significantly over the next decade 
and staying at home is the aspiration of the vast 
majority, the government wishes to pursue the 
major shift towards home care. In order for the 
government to make the right choices there 
is a need for a commissioner whose mandate 
will be to draw a portrait of the current situa-
tion of home care and support services offered 
in Québec and to document the evolution of 
future needs in terms of home support. The 
Commissioner begins her mandate now and 
will submit her recommendations no later 
than December 2023, with an interim report 
in December 2022.

“The pandemic has highlighted significant 

challenges that we must address quickly to meet 
the needs of Quebecers and so that we never 
experience such a situation again. This is why 
our government wishes to improve its home 
support offer to allow people who wish to do 
so to stay at home, in order to preserve their 
autonomy as much as possible. I have full confi-
dence in the team of the Health and Welfare 
Commissioner, as an independent entity, to 
guide us on what we need to put in place to 
improve the way we take care of our clienteles, 
especially the elderly. “ said Christian Dubé, 
Minister of Health and Social Services

In Quebec, in 2020-2021, 397,702 people 
received home support services and 72% of 
them were over 65 years old. This represents a 
total of 24.4 million hours of services offered in 
this way. However, for the same period, more 
than 41,000 people were waiting for home 
support services.

Home support in Quebec
The Health and Welfare Commissioner will examine the 
performance of home care

DIMITRIS ILIAS
dimitri@newsfirst.ca

DIMITRIS ILIAS
dimitri@newsfirst.ca

Quebec food autonomy gets a boost
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RARE SPLIT
Detached split situated close to all conveniences.  Offering 3+2 
bedrooms, 3 full baths, large entrance, living room, dining room, 
family room, large playroom, double garage, beautiful backyard. 

A MUST SEE!!

CHOMEDEY

HUMANIA CENTRE

Legal  
Assistance

Special assessments  

for co-ownerships

Delays and
Withdrawals

Latent
Defects

VOULA 
KOTTARIDIS
514 993.5010

REAL ESTATE BROKER

EXCELLENT SERVICE  |  EXCEPTIONAL RESULTS

AGENTVK@GMAIL.COM

HUMANIA CENTRE Agence immobilière 

450.682.2121

The City of Laval is wagering a portion of its 
current economic development budget that 
“hi-tech” will help propel the city’s commer-
cial/industrial business base upward to new 
heights during the post-Covid pandemic recov-
ery period.

To that end, Laval’s economic development 
partner, LavalInnov (a non-profit that works 
on the region’s behalf ), held the Forum IN! last 
week at the Grand Hôtel Times Laval, a recent-
ly-opened accommodation venue that is in itself 
a promising sign that the city’s economic recov-

ery is indeed underway.
While Mayor Stéphane Boyer was scheduled 

to kick off the morning event with an opening 
address, he was forced to bow out as he was in 
isolation while recovering from a bout of Covid.

Relaunching the economy
However, Ray Khalil, city councillor for Sainte-

Dorothée and a senior member of the execu-
tive-committee, did say a few words to the more 
than 100 entrepreneurs and business people.

“In Laval we have our team for economic 
development, called Laval Économique, who are 
very present and active in helping the region’s 
businesses, the company owners, to excel in 
what they do,” Khalil, speaking as deputy-mayor, 
said in an interview with the Laval News.

“When the pandemic started, we had a forum 
which gathered together around 300 individuals 
who are involved in Laval’s economic develop-
ment to work on what might be the best meas-
ures we could put in place,” Khalil added.

The road to recovery
“And right before that, we had actually put 

out a post-pandemic recovery plan, and in that 
plan were different factors. And then we met 
with everybody to put in place what we and the 
community thought would be the best actions 
we could take to recover after the pandemic.”

According to Khalil, the city set aside around 
$20 million in total shortly after the dramatic 
onset of the Covid pandemic, with a view to 
getting an early start towards offsetting the 

economic damage that was sure to follow.

Pandemic won’t go away
At that time, before he was elected mayor, 

Stéphane Boyer oversaw economic development 
as vice-president of the executive-committee, 
and he has continued to focus on restoring the 
city’s economy, in spite of the pandemic’s stub-
born refusal to disappear.

“So, now we’re at the point where, you know 
what, we’re putting everything into place while 
accompanying businesses and people,” said 
Khalil.

“There’s going to be a lot of projects, as we have 
previously said, to help them out. And the idea 
is first to help our local businesses. Second, to be 
at the forefront of the post-pandemic recovery. 
And thirdly, also to attract more businesses to 
come and install themselves in Laval.”

Adapting to new reality
Khalil said the emphasis on hi-tech is meant 

as an encouragement for businesses to adapt 
themselves to the latest innovations in order 
to maximize their ability to compete in an 
ever-broadening market that increasingly is 
international.

“It’s technology that can bring companies to a 
whole new level,” he continued. “We are always 
trying to cultivate many different sectors of our 
economy. But in reality, the innovation and tech 
sectors are key and a priority in order to move 
forward during the post-pandemic recovery.”

City bets ‘Hi-tech’ will be crucial to Laval’s post-pandemic recovery
‘Innovation and tech sectors are key,’ deputy mayor Ray Khalil tells Forum IN!

A speaker addresses the crowd of more than 100 business owners and 
entrepreneurs during LavalInnov’s Forum IN! last week.  
(Photo: Martin C. Barry, Newsfirst Multimedia)

The City of Laval’s deputy mayor, Sainte-Dorothée city councillor Ray Khalil, 
opened LavalInnov’s Forum IN! last week at the the Grand Hôtel Times Laval 
at the Cosmopôle de Laval. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Newsfirst Multimedia)
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A gem 
in every 
drop.
Oh, water feeling! 
For years now, Laval has boasted  
5-star certified water. What about you? 
Can you boast that you’re taking  
5-star care of it?

water.laval.ca
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Quebec Liberal Party leader Dominique 
Anglade, who will be steering the PLQ into 
the next provincial election in early October, 
says her life at home with her parents prepared 
her well for politics.

“At home, there was constant talk of politics, 
because my father was in politics, my grand-
father did politics, my great-grandfather did 
politics,” she told Newsfirst Multimedia in a 
recent interview at the downtown Montreal 
offices of the National Assembly’s official 
opposition.

Family fled Haiti
Anglade’s father, Georges Anglade, was a 

founding faculty member of UQAM, who was 
forced to flee Haiti in the last 1960s because of 
the political oppression he experienced there.

Born in Montreal in 1974, Anglade has led 
the PLQ since May 2020. Her mother, Mireille 
Neptune, was an economist as well as devoted 
adherent to feminist principles.

Before immigrating to Canada in 1969, 
Georges Anglade was imprisoned in Haiti by 
the dictatorial government of the Duvalier 
family, and was also exiled twice as a result of 
his political views.

A political environment
“In our home, there was always a lot of talk 

about politics, because my father was into 
politics, my grandfather also did politics, and 
my great-grandfather was into politics,” said 
Anglade. And since her mother was involved 
with women’s groups, “I was immersed in an 
environment that was highly political,” she 
added.

Although Dominique Anglade was at one time 
a member, a candidate and even president of 
the Coalition Avenir Québec which currently 
governs the province, she maintains today that 
she decided to break away permanently from 
the CAQ when she realized it didn’t reflect her 
own values.

No to politics of division
“I don’t believe in the politics of division,” she 

said. “I am not for this anglophones versus the 
francophones type of thing, the immigrants 
versus other immigrants, those who are vaccin-
ated versus those who aren’t vaccinated. I am 
personally fed up with this whole politics of 
division.

“What we need is to get together, to unite, to 
have a real social project, to have a true vision 
for a collective future, regardless of our origins, 
regardless of where we come from. For me, this 
is really something that inspires me into what we 
are doing everyday.”

Ouellette won’t run with PLQ
Responding to questions, Anglade confirmed 

that Chomedey Independent MNA Guy 
Ouellette, who sat as a Liberal in the National 
Assembly from 2007 until shortly after the last 
provincial election in 2018 when he was ejected 
from the PLQ caucus, will not be running for the 
Quebec Liberals in the October 2022 election. 
“It’s not part of our plans,” she said.

Considering that the sheer number of political 
parties running in the 2022 provincial election 
is expected to be exceptional, Anglade was asked 
how she thought this might split the vote for the 
PLQ, which traditionally derives a significant 
amount of support from anglophone and minor-
ity community voters.

Coping with divided vote
Among the parties that could be running would 

be a new but as yet unnamed political entity to 
be formed by supporters of the Task Force on 
Linguistic Policy, which has serious objections 
to the CAQ government’s Bill 96 language law 
revision, as well as the federal government’s Bill 
C-32 to overhaul the Official Languages Act.

“I think you have to earn the trust of every single 
citizen,” Anglade said. “I am a democrat and we 
live in a democracy. But we have to earn the trust 
of every single person. I really hope that they see 
that the alternative to the CAQ is the Liberal 
Party, in terms of standing up for everything 
that’s right for the English-speaking community.”

The politics of division
In the last provincial election, virtually the only 

area of Quebec where the Liberals maintained a 
stronghold was in Laval and greater Montreal, 
with the CAQ government capturing seats 
predominantly in the province’s rural regions. 
But at the same time, critics have pointed out that 
the CAQ government has been systematically 
neglecting metropolitan Montreal since it came 
to power four years ago.

“When you’re talking about the politics of 
division, it’s clear there’s a division between 
the urban centres and the rural,” said Anglade. 
“But you know, there are other people outside of 
Montreal who are also fed up and who see the 
level of division. This is also part of our message.”

PLQ leader Dominique Anglade was 
greatly influenced by her parents
‘In our home, there was always a lot of talk about politics’

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

Quebec Liberal Party leader Dominique 
Anglade, is confident to win.
(Photo: Martin C. Barry, Newsfirst Multimedia)

August 2012: Left, CAQ president and 
Fabre candidate Dominique Anglade and 
CAQ leader François Legault.
(Photo: Martin C. Barry, Newsfirst Multimedia)
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Elected officials from the federal, provincial 
and municipal levels of government in the Laval 
region gathered at the war cenotaph near Laval 
city hall on Saturday March 26 to pay respects 
alongside residents of Hellenic ancestry to the 
early 19th century Greeks who valiantly fought 
so that the modern-day Greek Republic would 
be independent.

Honoring the patriots
On March 25, 1821 in what was then Ottoman-

dominated Greece, Bishop Germanos of the 
metropolis of Patras blessed a Greek flag and 
proclaimed an uprising by the Greeks against 
the occupying Ottomans. The event marked 
the beginning of the Greek Revolution, which 
continued until 1832 when the Republic of 
Greece was proclaimed and was recognized 
by the world’s major nations.

To honour those who gave their lives so that 
Greece would be free, Greeks from Laval and 
from all over the Montreal region go each 
year to the cenotaph outside Laval city hall 
to deposit commemorative wreaths and to 
spend a moment in silent contemplation. In 
the Montreal region, Laval has the highest 
concentration of residents of Greek heritage.

Dignitaries pay respects
Among those depositing commemorative 

wreaths this year were a representative from 
the Consulate General for Greece in Montreal, 
Liberal MPs Fayçal El-Khoury, Annie Koutrakis 
and Emmanuela Lambropoulos, Laval-area 

MNAs Guy Ouellette, Christopher Skeete 
and Saul Polo, Laval city councillors Aglaia 
Revelakis, Vasilios Karidogiannis and Ray 
Khalil, and Montreal city councillor for Park 
Extension Mary Deros.

As well, wreaths were left by Hellenic 
Community of Quebec president John 
Theodosopoulos, Hellenic Community of 
Greater Montreal president Andy Crilis and 
Greek Canadian armed forces veterans.

This year’s Greek Independence Day commem-
orations, including the Greek Independence 
Day parade in Park Extension, were spread 
out as usual over three days in Laval and in 
Montreal. They were of special significance this 
year since they were cancelled over the past 
two years because of sanitary restrictions made 

necessary by the Covid-19 pandemic.

‘Back to normal’
“It’s very good to be back,” said Dennis Marinos, 

president of the HCGM’s Laval regional chap-
ter. “Thank God the pandemic is over, at least 
temporarily, and we’re able to attend events like 
these to celebrate our Independence Day, and 
to be able to have our parade as we usually do 
under normal circumstances. Back to normal.”

“There couldn’t be a better day to celebrate the 
freedom of Greece, while getting things back 
to normal,” said John Theodosopoulos. “Today, 
we can see that we are freer than every from 
this Covid prison than we have been for the 
past two years.”

Celebrating freedom
For Vimy MP Annie Koutrakis, it was the first 

time since first being elected in 2019 that she 
was able to celebrate in person with members 
of the community. “This really feels like a cele-
bration of freedom,” said Koutrakis. “I think 
everybody is feeling very proud and happy to 
be able to this in person again.”

Chomedey MNA Guy Ouellette said Greek 
Independence Day has always been person-
ally meaningful for him, because some of the 
celebrations were on the same date he was first 
elected 15 years ago. “My constituency is home 
to the largest Greek community in the province, 
so this has always been really important,” said 
Ouellette.

Laval officials commemorate Greek Independence Day
A celebration of Hellenic freedom, and a brief respite from the pandemic

Leaders from the Hellenic community were joined by Rev. Christianos Socosan and His Grace Bishop Iakovos of the 
Greek Orthodox church who recited prayers at the Laval Cenotaph for Greek Independence Day.  PHOTO: NEWSFIRST

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

Our best wishes to you and your families Our best wishes to you and your families 
on the occasion of the Holy Holidayson the occasion of the Holy Holidays

Passover and EasterPassover and Easter!!

FAYÇAL
EL-KHOURY

MP FOR LAVAL-LES ÎLES
faycal.el-khoury@parl.gc.ca

ANNIE
KOUTRAKIS
MP FOR VIMY

annie.koutrakis@parl.gc.ca

We only ask We only ask 
you to take you to take 

all the safety all the safety 
precautions, precautions, 

to keep healthy!to keep healthy!
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CHRISTOPHER SKEETE
MNA FOR SAINTE-ROSE

450 963-8272
christopher.skeete.saro@assnat.qc.ca

Hundreds of patriotic Greek Montrealers 
converged on the Hellenic Community Centre 
in Montreal’s Côte des Neiges district on the 
evening of Friday March 25 to take part in the 
annual Greek Independence Day gala.

For Greeks around the world, March 25, 1821 
marked the beginning of the revolutionary fight 
that ended 400 years of Ottoman rule.

Following a protracted war in which Greek 
patriots received support from Russia, Britain 
and France, Greece finally received recognition 
from the world as an independent nation in 
1832.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions the last time the 
festivities took place was back in 2019.

Many notable guests
Among the dignitaries seated at the head 

table were Greek Consul General in Montreal 
Michalis Gavriilidis, Saint-Laurent Liberal MP 
Emmanuella Lambropoulos, Park Extension city 
councillor Mary Deros, Bordeaux-Cartierville 
city councillor Effie Giannou, Laval-Les Îles 
Liberal MP Fayçal El-Khoury and Vimy MP 
Annie Koutrakis.

Also seated at the head table were Sainte-Rose 
MNA and parliamentary secretary Christopher 
Skeete, Laval city councillors Aglaia Revelakis 
and Vassilios Karydogiannis (representing 
Mayor Stephane Boyer), Saint-Laurent Borough 
Mayor Alan DeSousa and Hellenic Community 
of Greater Montreal president Andy Crilis.

 2022 Hellene of the Year

The 2022 Hellene of the Year (chosen by a 
nominating committee that included Bishop 
Iakovos and Dr. Lila Amiralli of the McGill 
University Department of Child Psychiatry), 
was Hellenic Community Fundraiser committee 
president and well-known Montreal physician 
Dr. George Tsoukas.

President Andy Crilis speech
Better have an hour of 

free life than forty years of 
slavery and prison.
-“I have sown a rich seed; 

The hour is coming when 
my country will reap its’ 
glorious fruits” !!,

Dear friends…,
Feraios did not live to 

witness Greece’s independ-
ence, but his words echoed…, reaching Greece 
with the hope and the optimism which the 
Greeks were about to live.

We must be proud!, we must remain true!, 
first to ourselves!, then our faith and to our 
Greek roots, because surely if our forefathers 
managed to hold dear these sentiments for over 
400 years!, we too can pass them along to future 
generations for many years to come.

Children’s poetry and singing

A choir of children from Montreal-area Greek 
schools demonstrated their proficiency in the 
Greek language while performing Hellenic 
folk songs and reciting works of Greek 
poetry. The national anthems of Greece and 
Canada were sung by students from École 
Socrates-Démosthène.

Greeks show pride at Friday evening gala for Independence Day 
Hellene of the year 2022 was Montreal physician Dr. George Tsoukas PHOTOS: Martin C. Barry-Newsfirst

Continuing his tradition, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau came to encourage 
the parade participants accompanied by cabinet ministers and Liberal MPs, 
on Sunday March 27. PHOTO: Alexandre Tétreault-PMO

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca
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DON’T WAIT LAST MINUTE!
PLAN AHEAD!

Call Natale for a 
FREE ESTIMATE
(514)777-3774

We repair:
• Cracks 
• Pot holes  
• Edges of garage   
 entrances and   
 foundations
• Replacement   
 of drains

with MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OIL BASED  
SEALER PROTECTION

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER

The City of Laval’s public affairs depart-
ment released a series of photos on World 
Water Day last month, detailing a challen-
ging scuba diving operation undertaken in 
January when a water intake on the Rivière 
des Prairies had to be cleared of crystalized 
“frazil” ice to keep Laval’s drinking water 
supply flowing.
It’s worth noting that the temperature on 

the day of the operation at the Pont-Viau 
water treatment station was - 30 degrees 
Celsius – making it all the more dramatic.

The frazil ice menace
According to several sources, including 

the Canadian Journal of Civil Engineering 
and the Cold Region Technical Digest, frazil 
ice is notorious for blocking water intakes, 
as ice crystals can accumulate and build up 
on a piece of protective equipment known 
as the intake trash rack.
The trash rack prevents water-borne debris 

(such as logs, boats, animals or waterweed) 
from entering the water intake at the pump-
ing station. However, at a certain point the 

frazil ice begins to adhere to objects in the 
water, and can actually damage trash racks.

A winter-time first
While the City of Laval’s water manage-

ment department undertakes an inspection of 
all water intakes at least once a year, this was 
the first time an operation of this sort was 
conducted in mid-winter beneath freezing 
cold river waters and flowing ice.
The diving company hired for the job, 

SMM Service, sent a team that included an 
assigned diver, a backup diver if needed, 
and two support personnel.

Hours of submerged work
The equipment that was used to deal with 

the blockage problem included an ice axe 
and a pneumatic hammer, the latter being 
specially-adapted for underwater use. The 
operation lasted up to six hours, including 
preparation time.
Although the formation of frazil ice is 

considered to be rare in the Rivière des 
Prairies and the Rivière des Mille Îles – both 
of which are used by the city for drinking 
water intakes – the months of January and 
February this past winter were exceptionally 
cold and led to conditions conducive to the 
formation of frazil.

Taking a dip at -30 ºC to keep Laval’s H2O taps flowing
Divers cleared ‘frazil’ ice at city’s Pont-Viau drinking water intake

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca
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124 HOUR MONITORING

System Includes:
• 1 x Alexor 9155 main alarm unit
• 1 x WT5500 wireless 2 way keypad
• 1 x WS4904P wireless motion detector
• 2 x WS4945 wireless door/window sensors
• 1 x WT4989 wireless 2 way  key chain remote with icon display
•1  x battery backup, power supply, telephone jack
• Incl. 1 year monitoring

(514) 289-8585
20 years at your service!

Burglar • Fire • Cameras • Intercoms $49999

ALARM SYSTEM INSTALLATION + 
12 MONTHS MONITORING!

LPD seeks suspect after attempted 
kidnapping

The Laval Police Dept. says it is seeking the public’s help to 
identify a suspect believed to have been involved in an attempted 
kidnapping in early March in Chomedey.

According to the LPD, on March 1 around 1:45 pm, a woman 
in her 20s was waiting for a bus while standing in a bus shelter 
located in front of 4397 Saint-Martin Blvd. West. The suspect 
allegedly stood in the entrance to the bus shelter, preventing 
the woman from leaving.

Brandishing a knife, the suspect allegedly forced the woman 
to follow him and get into his vehicle. Instead, she succeeded 
in running off into a nearby business where she received help.

The suspect is described as follows:
White male, age approximately 25 to 45 years.
Spoke French.
Height: 5’ 11», slim build.
Bright green eyes.
Was wearing blue jeans, a black overcoat and a pink woolen 

tuque.

Description of suspect’s vehicle:

Jeep Grand Cherokee, white, model year 2014 to 2017.
Chromed door handles.
Silver hub caps with spokes.
Anyone who believes they have information that could be 

useful to this investigation is asked to call the LPD’s confidential 
Info Line at 450 662-INFO (4636), or 911. The file number is 
LVL 220301-071.

Vimont MNA Rousselle says he was 
victim of ‘gratuitous attack’

The Laval Police Dept. says it 
is investigating after Quebec 
Liberal MNA for Vimont Jean 
Rousselle said he was assaulted 
by two young men on the after-
noon of Monday March 28 in 
the building where he has his 
constituency offices.

U s i n g  h i s  Tw i t t e r 
account, Rousselle, a former 
Laval Police Dept. officer, 
said he suffered “blows to 
the face” during a “gratuitous 
attack” around 2 p.m. in  an 
area of his office building where 

young people often gather to smoke cigarettes or marijuana.
Rousselle, who is the Quebec Liberal Party’s critic for public 

security, said the situation had been going on for several months, 
while adding that his political attaché had to confront some of 
the youths a few weeks back.

According to LPD spokesperson Stéphanie Bechara, on the 
day of the attack Rousselle had approached two young men who 
were using cannabis in the building, and warned them to leave 
the area because they were disturbing employees.

It was shortly after this that  the young men allegedly 
struck Rousselle several times in the face and head, then fled.

Rousselle said he’d been asking Quebec Public Security Minister 
Geneviève Guilbault “for several weeks” to address rising violence 
issues across the province.

The LPD said its investigators are looking at whether there 
were any security cameras active near the scene of the incident 
in the hopes of identifying the suspects.

Woman dies after residential fire 
in Laval

The Laval Fire Dept. says a woman died following a fire that 
broke out in a residential building in Laval’s Pont-Viau district 
on the afternoon of Friday March 25.

Firefighters were called to a two-storey building located at 534 
Cousineau St. near the corner of de la Concorde Blvd. in Pont-
Viau at 12:26 p.m., after receiving a call about smoke coming 
from the building.

Although the firefighters found the woman, around 25 to 30 
years old, in her second-storey bedroom, she was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

While the woman’s body was brought outside, Urgences-Santé 
wasn’t called because it was already determined that she was 
deceased.

According to the LFD, 22 firefighters responded to the call. 
Apart from the one fatality, there were no other reported injuries, 
and damage to the building was mainly to the bedroom.

Although the firefighters quickly extinguished the blaze, the 
cause was still under investigation earlier this week. The LFD 
said the Laval police are also investigating whether foul play 
was involved.

1385, Boul. des Laurentides local 103, Vimont, Laval     

514 476-4565 

Professional Auto Body  
Repair & Painting

• Insurance Work Accepted • All Work Guaranteed • Expert Color Matching 
• Factory Genuine Parts • Import Car Specialists • Major & Minor Repairs
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(514) 473-4591
3151-B  boul. DAGENAIS OUEST
(near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec  H7P 1T8

panierdufermier.ca  |  panierdufermier@gmail.com

ssaavvee
$$11,,220000

Our weekly 
customers

up to

THURSDAY ONLY from 10am to 7pm
In-Store with no reservations needed!

2 EASY STEPS:
Book your basket online or by phone 
from Monday to Thursday

Pickup Thursday, Friday or Saturday. 
Delivery available2

1

Fresh of the day at amazing prices!
Reserve yours today!

@PANIERDUFERMIER
VISIT OUR FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM PAGE!VISIT OUR FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM PAGE!

35$

A value of$60+at the supermarketYou pay only $35
THIS WEEK’S BASKET:THIS WEEK’S BASKET:

• • Green BeansGreen Beans
• • MushroomsMushrooms
• •  Asparagus Asparagus
• • ZucchinisZucchinis
• • CabbageCabbage
• • LettuceLettuce
• • RadishesRadishes
• • CucumberCucumber
• • MintMint

• • GingerGinger
• • OrangesOranges
• •  Lemons Lemons
• • Green GrapesGreen Grapes
• • MelonMelon
• • DatesDates
• • ApplesApples
• •  Bananas Bananas
• •  Mystery item Mystery item

Fresh produ
cts!

Fresh produ
cts!

Nice variety
!

Nice variety
!

Excellent va
lue!

Excellent va
lue!
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WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

Payment:

Magnificent 4½ condo on the 15th floor overlooking the 
water. Newly renovated. Available noww.  

Call Voula 514.993.5010

CONDO FOR RENT

RENTED IN 21 DAYS
RENTED IN 21 DAYS

Wayne & Tamara Mitchell are the authors of YOUR OTHER HALF (www.yourotherhalf.com) 
Send letters to: Direct Answers, PO 964 Springfield, MO 65801-0964 or email: DirectAnswers@WayneAndTamara.com

?Direct 
Answers
  From Wayne & Tamara

I am having a problem in paradise. First 
of all, I am 22, he is 31. We have known 
each other for a little over a month. 

At first, he was more affectionate than I was. 
He felt a little upset I wasn’t moving as fast as 
he was affectionately. Not that he was trying 
to be sexual, he just wanted cuddling, hugging, 
and kissing.

For some reason he thought we were “two 
different people.” He was unsure whether we 
should even talk anymore. I didn’t see that! We 
had a long debate, and everything was good 
after that.

Last Thursday he came to my birthday party, 
and everyone thought he was very attentive. I 
sat on his lap, we held hands and hugged a lot. 
He brought me a bottle of merlot wine, burned 
a CD with my favorite songs on it, and gave 
me a card. 

In the past he told me I am special, and it 
would be a loss if I wasn’t in his life. After 
the party I emailed him a thank you. I called 
Saturday afternoon to see if he wanted to go 
dancing and left a message on his answering 
machine. He didn’t call back, so I assumed he 
was busy. No big deal.

Next day I called again. He said he had plans 
all day. I asked if he wanted to do something 
later, but he said he was starting a new job on 
Monday. I’ve called or emailed four times since.

Maybe I’m being paranoid, but I’ve gotten no 
return call, no email, no nothing. My friends 
and I can’t figure out what’s going on in his head. 

I’m trying to think of the best way humanly 
possible to handle this situation delicately. I 
don’t want to lose him, and I sure don’t want 
to give up easily.

Elise

Elise, you want a delicate solution. 
I can give you the solution, but it 
lacks delicacy.

In your mind your boyfriend wasn’t 
trying to be sexual, but cuddling, hugging, 
and kissing are the prelude to something 
more. He didn’t get what he wanted. Then 
he withdrew, perhaps as a way of moving 
you along. Along the way he decided he was 
done with you.

Bill Clinton gave Walt Whitman’s 
“Leaves of Grass” to Hillary while they 
were courting. He also gave the same book 
to Monica Lewinsky. Who knows how many 
other women received the same treatment. 
It was just his method of operation.

A bottle of merlot, a CD, and a note may 
well be just part of your ex-boyfriend’s 
modus operandi. He does it by rote. It 
doesn’t mean anything. What has meaning 
is the way he is treating you.

Pursuing him makes you vulnerable, and 
opens the possibility he might try to use you 
for his own ends. He’s a player. Don’t play 
unless you want to be hurt.

Wayne & Tamara

Method Of Operation
Q

Q

A

A

 No Shortcut
My daughter is the single mother of two 

children. I know this sounds harsh, but it 
has gotten to the point where her father 

and I are estranged from her. Basically we want 
a “divorce” from her and would like visitation 
with our grandchildren. Is this possible?

Betty
Betty, focus on your daughter, 

not on your grandchildren. Your 
relationship to those kids is through 

her. If someone tried to circumvent you to 
get to your children, imagine how you would 
react. 

If there is a way to help your daughter, 
or even placate her, that is more likely to 
be productive than legal remedies. Getting 
between a mother bear and her cubs can raise 
the amount of discord to a level beyond what 
you can now imagine. 

There’s one major problem with 
giving grandparents legal access to their 
grandchildren. People who inflicted verbal, 
physical, and sexual abuse on their children 
are then given access to inflict trauma on yet 
another generation.

Wayne & Tamara
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Contact us today to place an obituary or in memoriam in our next issue  
NO CHARGE Email: production@newsfirst.ca • Tel.: 450-978-9999

In Memoriam & Obituaries
THEOFILIS Haralambos 
1931 - 2022

TSAFOULIAS GOUVIS Argyro 
1928-2022
Argyro Gouvis, born Tsafoulias, age 93, of Skoura, Laconia, 
Greece, passed away at home on Sunday, March 27, 2022, 
surrounded by loved ones.
Beloved wife of the late Christos and loving mother of Panagiotis 
(Elizabeth) and Petros (Lucie) Gouvis. Grandmother of Lucas 
and Shawn. Dear sister of Bill (Dimitra) Tsafoulias, Nick (Martha) 
Tsafoulias, the late Pota (Pano) Kontou, the late Socrates (Effie) 
Tsafoulias and the late Pano Tsafoulias. She leaves behind many 
nieces, nephews, family members and friends .

IOANOU PETROPOULOS Theofani 
2041 - 2022
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Miss 
Theofani Ioanou Petropoulos, on March 29, 2022, at the age of 
80.

Beloved wife of Petros Petropoulos, cherished mother of 
Dimitrios (Martine) ,Athanasios, and devoted grandmother of 
Fany & Thomas. She will also be deeply missed by her sisters, 
nieces, nephews and many relatives and friends.

MILANESE Noé 
1935-2022
Noé Milanese, 86, passed away peacefully on Saturday, March 
26, 2022, at Charles Le Moyne Hospital with many family 
members by his side.  He was the beloved husband of the late 
Maria Fierro Milanese for almost 50 years.
He leaves to mourn his children, Donato (Mary), Gina (Daniel) and 
Alfonso and grandchildren Joy, Noah (Tiffany), Kristina, Vanessa 
(Jared), Alexandra, Aidan and Alana and 6 great grandchildren.  
He will also be missed by his large extended family and his many 
many friends.

Banner Ad Goes Here

Increasingly, people who adopt ecologically sustainable 
practices during their lifetime are forgoing traditional bu-
rial practices in favour of those that are more environmen-
tally friendly. Here’s what you should know.
 
Natural burials 
Traditional burial practices rely on coffins and urns that release toxic chemicals into 
the soil. Plus, the carcinogenic compounds used in embalming and treating wood 
are likely to end up in the water table.
In contrast, natural burials are interment practices that return the deceased’s body to 
the Earth with a minimal amount of environmental impact. They use either biode-
gradable shrouds, or coffins made of cardboard or untreated pine wood. 
If cremation is preferred over burial, biodegradable urns that grow a tree can be used.

Eco-friendly cemeteries
An increasing number of cemeteries are eliminating environmentally damaging 
practices, such as using pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers to maintain their 
grounds. Many are also opting to use small, flat grave makers made of locally sourced 
stones or plants instead of large headstones. 
If you want to be buried in such a graveyard, you’ll have to respect fairly strict rules. 
For instance, some green cemeteries prohibit the use of coffins altogether, or won’t 
allow embalmed remains to be interred on their grounds.
In order to help limit carbon emissions, it’s also common for these places to restrict 
the ways bodies can be transported to their final resting place.

If a natural burial is right for you, consider pre-planning your funeral to ensure 
your wishes are respected.

Green burials: how death is becoming 
more environmentally friendly 

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Mr. 
Haralambos Theofilis, on March 31, 2022, at the age of 91.

Cherished father of Helen (Costa Galaxidas) and Kiki (Paul 
Katsaros), devoted grandfather of Georges (Lianne) and Kathryn 
(Alexandros). He will also be deeply missed by his sister Maria 
Davlouros and many relatives and friends.

Our family...caring for yours

55 rue Gince, Montreal  |  514 228-1888 | complexeaeterna.com
• Largest viewing  
  room  in Quebec

• Personalized service  
   tailored to your needs

• Parking for 130 cars
• Full support and help

• Reception Hall / Cafeteria
• Available 24 hours - 7 days

• High quality services  
   at a much lower cost

Complexe Funéraire

ive for the momentL

Στέφανος Σβουρένος
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
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Last Issues‘ Answers

ACROSS
1.	 President’s	____	Office
5. Hunger
9.	 Felon’s	flight
12. Italian money, once
13. Drive away
14. Hatchet
15. River barriers
16. Period preceding 
Easter
17. Scramble (for)
18. Haste
20. Final
21. Jacket features
24. Certain poem
26.	In	flames
27. Former: hyph.
31. Kind of music
32. South American range
34. Uncooked
35. Clad
37. Cream of the crop
39. Pod dweller
40. Springs up

41. Flat bread
44. Goes on and on
46. Grape or orange drink
47. Ice mass, for short
48. So long, in London: 2 
wds.
52. Negative linking word
53. Employer
54. Self-images
55. Shady tree
56. Hang around
57. “Broadcast ____”

DOWN
1. Out-of-date
2. Passing through
3. Limb
4. Lower
5. The British ____
6. Biblical pronoun
7. Pardon
8. Spicy
9.	 Molten	flow
10. Center of rotation

11. Tournament
19. Satisfy
20. Gave permission to
21. Fat
22. Long way off
23. Duct
25. Dry wilderness
27. Peculiar
28. Pupil site
29.	Ship’s	officer
30. Female sheep
33. Least distant
36. Health haven
38. Pay attention
40. Mad
41. Window glass
42. Worshiped object
43. School session
45. Section
47. Public vehicle
49. Ripen, as cheese
50. Pull or haul
51. Wild donkey

The luckiest signs this week:  
SCORPIO, SAGITTARIUS AND CAPRICORN

Week of  APRIL 10 TO 16, 2022
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
At work, you’ll have to handle many emergencies and 
unsatisfied custo mers. Fortunately, you’ll have a 
positive outlook and easily diffuse any tense situations.

TAURUS
You’ll accomplish a brilliant feat. You’ll be applauded 
for your actions and placed on a pedestal. You may 
also save someone from a disaster.

GEMINI
If you live with other family members, you may get into 
a disagreement. Establish and explain the rules of the 
house to keep the peace.

CANCER
You’ll speak your mind and verbally express what 
others are thin king. Your new phone will take some 
getting used to and may be more difficult to use than 
your old one.

LEO
Make certain to look over your invoices and receipts to 
ensure there aren’t any errors. If there are, you’ll be able 
to prove there was a mistake and get your money back.

VIRGO
Patience may not be your greatest virtue over the next 
few days. Your financial situation will improve over 
time. Sit back, and let things sort themselves out.

LIBRA
You’ll feel very tired and need to rest. You’ll have a 
revelation that allows you to reach your professional 
goals.

SCORPIO
You’ll organize fun activities for a group. Stress may 
wear you down, and you’ll need to take time to rest 
before the end of the week to keep your spirits up.

SAGITTARIUS
Much to your surprise, you’ll fill in for your boss this 
week because they’re suddenly absent from work. 
Trust yourself, and demonstrate your great leadership 
skills.

CAPRICORN
When dealing with a foreign client, you may worry 
about speaking in another language. Don’t worry, you’ll 
surpass your own expectations. You may also 
participate in a short trai ning course to become more 
fluent.

AQUARIUS
If you’re considering a career change, you may decide 
to go back to school. Your patience and determination 
will get you out of a precarious financial situation.

PISCES
You’re not the kind of person that he  sitates when faced 
with an important decision. However, this time you 
need to weigh the pros and cons. You’ll be given new 
information at the last minute.

Call us for more information  450.978.9999

We print all 
kinds of cheques:

Business,
Canada or USA

Fast Delivery!

Amazing Prices!
200
400
1000

for    $84
for $134
for $204

Full Banking Security Features
Communications - Promotions - Marketing



LARGEST SELECTION  
OF AREA RUGS IN CANADA!

Bronze Statue

14 Stages of the Cross 
Original Oil Paintings

DALI VASE

Dominic Vase 
Bronze Swans

Emile Galle 
Vase

Gallery  
Mirrors 

Faberge Eggs

1877 Boulevard du Curé-Labelle, Laval, QC 
450. 973. 0000  • galerieoasis.ca

Financing available upon approval of credit

LIQUIDATION 

SALE LIQUIDATION 

SALEGALERIE OASIS
50-70% OFF50-70% OFF
ALL SOFAS, RUGS, ORIGINAL ART, DÉCOR & MORE

Wall to wall savings!
 FIRST COME FIRST SERVED!

If you are looking for a sofa it’s the time to BUY.
Over 80 living room settings,  thousands of area Rug choices, Art and 

collectibles of genuine period. 


