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Guy Ouellette
MNA for Chomedey

To all my constituents of Chomedey,  
my warmest wishes for a 

Happy St-Jean-Baptiste Day 

The Laval 
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450-686-4333
3950 Notre-Dame Blvd., Chomedey, Laval, QC  H7W 1S7

Association amicale des jeunes et parents “AGAPE” Inc.
The Youth and Parents “AGAPE” Association Inc.

You are invited to the  
Agape Annual  

General Meeting (AGM)  
on Tuesday, June 29th 2021 @ 11am.

To stop the spread of the COVID-19 we will be  
holding this years AGM virtually through Zoom.

Please confirm your presence by calling  
Agape at 450-686-4333 or  

emailing us at info@agapeassociationinc.com

We will provide you with the meeting ID and passcode. 

The City of Laval’s on again/off again aquatics 
complex project, an initiative that was moth-
balled three years ago after cost bids came in too 
steep, was dramatically revived last week with 
the announcement that Ottawa and Quebec 
will be contributing a combined $20 million 
to get the $61.1 million project back on track.

Quebec Premier, François Legault and federal 
Minister of Infrastructure and Communities 
Catherine McKenna were among the high-rank-
ing elected officials on hand to announce $20 
million in financial assistance to help build the 
future project, located on a tract of land on 
Terry Fox Ave. in downtown Laval next to the 
Cosmodôme.

Ottawa/Quebec investment
Under terms of a Canada/Quebec agree-

ment, the federal government is investing $10 
million under its Community Cultural and 
Recreational Infrastructure Stream of the 
Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program, 
while Quebec  is also investing $10 million 
under its Recreational and Sports Infrastructure 
Financial Assistance Program.

The City of Laval launched the architectural 
competition for the aquatic complex in 2016, 
after years of speculation on what Laval’s next 
big project would be after the construction 
of the Place Bell multipurpose arena. When 
finally announced in January 2017, the cost of 
the aquatic complex was pegged at $61.1 million 
and the city hoped to complete it by 2020.

Postponed after high bids
However, in 2018 the city’s executive-com-

mittee announced that a call for tenders for the 
construction of the superstructure, building 
envelope and other aspects of the building were 
cancelled because the lowest of three bids came 
in 46 per cent higher than the city budgeted.

At that time, measures were taken to protect 
the foundations which were already in place in 
view of the approaching winter season. Laval 
city council spent more than $710,000 to pay for 
the application of a waterproofing membrane 
on the concrete. The city said this waterproofing 
work would have been necessary anyway as part 
of the regular construction process.

Another delay last year
By February 2020 when it had long become 

apparent the aquatics complex project was still 

far from getting underway, the city announced 
yet another delay: the cancellation of the 
contract with the architectural firm that was 
mandated to produce the initial plans.

According to the city, the contract with the 
architectural and design consortium was 
cancelled because of what the city referred to as 
“the impossibility of the consortium to respect 
its contractual obligations.”

Of course, that was then. With the city’s 
renewed vision, the new indoor aquatic complex 
will include three swimming pools, technical 
facilities, meeting spaces, utility areas (change 
rooms, washrooms, etc.), circulation spaces and 
other recreational areas (multipurpose rooms).

Legault all for sports
“I am proud to participate in this project, 

which will improve accessibility to quality sports 
facilities for families in Laval,” said Premier 
Legault. “Sport is good for your health and good 
for your morale. It is also a way for our young 
people to motivate themselves, to dream. We 
empower our youth and athletes to be active 
and play the sport they love.”

“Today’s announcement perfectly illustrates 
our vision for our community: modern, 
high-quality local services,” said Mayor Marc 
Demers. “The citizens and organizations 
of Laval have long demanded a quality infra-
structure to bathe and train our athletes. I 
sincerely thank the governments of  Justin 
Trudeau and François Legault for their invalu-
able support in carrying out this project dear 
to Laval residents.”

Time for recovery: McKenna
“The pandemic has made us realize how 

important recreational and sports facilities are 
to staying active and being in contact with one 
another,” said Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities Catherine McKenna. “Since it is a 
time for recovery, this is an opportune moment 
to invest in infrastructure that encourages 
physical activity and makes us more resilient 
in the long term.”

“I am thrilled about this  $20 million  in 
federal-provincial funding, which will 
provide Laval residents with a high-tech sports 
facility, contribute to quality of life and enhance 
the city’s reputation,” said Annie Koutrakis, 
MP for Vimy. “Who knows how many future 
athletes will take their first dive or swim their 
first laps at the complex, to one day represent us 
proudly at the national or international level?”

Opposition reaction
The official opposition at Laval city hall, the 

Parti Laval, issued a statement last week about 
these latest developments in the saga of the 
aquatic complex.

“We are always happy to know that the 
government is ready to invest in projects that 
are expected by the Laval population and that 
meet their needs,” said Parti Laval leader Michel 
Trottier. “Unfortunately, this is not the case 
here. The aquatic complex is a bottomless pit 
that has been stagnating for five years, it is 
not the government’s cheque that will change 
anything.

“The financial assistance from the Quebec 

and Canadian governments comes too late,” he 
continued. “If the Demers-Boyer administration 
had done its homework, we would have asked 
for this amount and obtained it more than 5 
years ago.

“It is not when everything is going wrong, 
when the ship is sinking, that we should cry for 
help. Even worse, the Demers-Boyer team does 
not learn from its mistakes. By putting all its 
eggs in one basket, it is once again depriving the 
Laval population of infrastructure projects that 
could have been built in the neighbourhoods.”

Ottawa and Quebec help revive Laval’s on again/off again 
Aquatics Complex project
Federal and provincial governments donate $20 million for $61.1 million undertaking

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

From the left, Mayor Marc Demers, Quebec Premier François Legault and federal Minister 
of Infrastructure and Communities Catherine McKenna make the announcement of the 
$20 million in subsidies with the foundations of the aquatics complex behind them. 
(Photo: Martin C. Barry, newsfirst MultiMedia)

From the left, Chomedey MNA Guy Ouellette, MP Yves Robillard, Pablo Rodriguez Leader 
of the Government in the House of Commons and Quebec Lieutenant, federal Minister 
of Infrastructure and Communities Catherine McKenna, MP Angelo Iacono MP Fayçal 
El-Khoury, and MP Annie Koutrakis were present at the announcement.
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Many Montréal Canadiens fans - including me - believe 
that what the team has experienced this year has a lot 
in common with the years of 1986 and 1993, when 

unexpectedly Montreal won the Stanley Cup to the surprise of many.  
In both Stanley Cups, the Canadiens, other than their will to 
win the Cup, were able to depend on their goalie Patrick Roy. 
This would not have been the first time that the Montreal team 
won The Stanley Cup due to the acrobatics of their goalie.

 DRYDEN: THE YOUNG GOALIE WITH 6 CUPS 
I think most fans remember the cups won by the young goalkeeper 

Ken Dryden. on March20, 1971, Dryden replaced injured veteran 
goalie Rogie Vachon. He played so well that he clinched the spot 
from Vachon as Montreal’s starting goaltender for the playoffs.  
That year the rookie Dryden astonished the fans, his coach, 
his teammates and his opponents with his stellar performance 
and amazing stops, helping the Habs to win the 1971 Stanley 
Cup. In addition to being the best goalie and most indispensable 
player on the team, Dryden added five other Stanley Cups to his 
career in 1973, 1976, 1977, 1978 and 1979.

 THE CUP OF 1986 
May 24, 1986, 35 years ago, coached by Jean Perron, the 

Canadiens won their 23rd Stanley Cup. 
However, during the 1985-1986 season nothing was hinting that 

Montreal had any chance to win the cup. To the surprise of all before 
the beginning of that season, Jacques Lemaire announced his resig-
nation. He believed that his right-hand man, assistant coach Jean 
Perron, could succeed him. That trust was not felt by everyone; the 
sportswriters of the time, through their articles, questioned Perron’s 
ability to lead behind the bench.
At the same time the team’s veterans, like Bob Gainey and 

Larry Robinson, were slow to accept him, and some players even 
asked for his replacement - a few weeks before the playoffs began.
The Canadiens’ start to the season was disastrous and the very large 

number of rookies on the team, numbering eight, had difficulties.
Young and experienced players formed two camps. This was 

known throughout the group. Details of that season were 
mentioned occasionally in interviews by veteran player Mario 
Tremblay such as the frantic music the young players played in the 
locker room “breaking the nerves” of the rest of the players.
Fortunately, though, the team enjoyed the successes of forwards 

Mats Naslund, Kjell Dahlin and Bobby Smith who have were having 
a wonderful season.
However, around mid-March 1986, the group experienced 

its worst period.
There were six games left to end the regular season when 

rookie Claude Lemieux was called up from the minor team of 
the American Hockey League. “I was then given the opportunity 
to prove myself worthy,” the retired Lemieux said recently in a radio 
interview.
That same season, team goalie Steve Penney was injured. Then 

coach Jean Perron decided to give the net to 20-year-old rookie 
Patrick Roy as did his predecessor in 1971 trusting Ken Dryden 
in nets. 
Even though many - especially the sportswriters - were against 

making Roy the starting goalie, Perron’s decision was wise. 
Suddenly the atmosphere changed drastically among play-
ers - veterans and the twelve youngsters. Bonding together 
and leaving their differences aside, they played the hardest to 
accumulate wins. With the net minding of rookie Roy, they 

managed to participate in the playoffs with only 87 points.
During the playoffs, chemistry developed, where veterans and 

young players left their differences to reach the top and win the 
playoffs.
Averaging in GA 1.93 in the 1986 playoffs, Roy fully deserved 

the Conn Smythe Trophy as the team’s most valuable player for his 
team, like his predecessor Ken Dryden in 1971. Patrick Roy also 
won the Stanley Cup, as well as Conn Smythe in 1993 with the 
Montreal team and in 1996 and 2001 with the Colorado team. 
THE 1993 CUP: JUNE 9, 1993
In 1993, the Montreal Canadiens were again the last team the 

experts would see as Stanley Cup winners.
But then towards the end of that season things changed. They 

played very hard to participate once again in the playoffs. Still 
hockey writers believed that they would lose in the first round. 
To everyone’s surprise, they continued to fight hard, winning 
11 consecutive games. They defeated the Quebec Nordiques, 
Buffalo Sabres, New York Islanders and Los Angeles Kings to 
win the cup on June 9, 1993.
Ten of the 11 victories included an unprecedented 10-win record 

wind in overtime - where Patrick Roy prevailed once again thanks 
to his perseverance, agility and amazing saves. 
MANY SIMILARITIES THIS YEAR
They are many similarities this year with the years - 1986 and 

1993 - when Montreal won the cup. Like 1986, team coach 
Dominique Ducharme was assistant to coach Claude Julien as 
Perron was Lemaire’s assistant. Lemaire resigned. Julien when 
the other one was fired on February 24, 2021. The Canadiens 
as then, managed to make it in the playoffs round. Again, the 
odds were against them and all believed they would be losing 
the first round facing a much stronger team; Toronto Maple 
Leafs. On the contrary they managed to beat Toronto three 
games in a row, while losing in the first four games three games 
to one. In the second round they annihilated the opposing Jets 
team with four straight wins to face in the third round - the semifinals, 
the Golden Knights of Las Vegas.

This year’s team is reminiscent of the’86 team where rookies played 
with experienced veterans, who had won many Stanley cups for their 
former teams. The young players want to prove they deserve the trust 
of their coach and management to play, and the veterans want to 
prove to their former teams that their experience and perseverance 
plays an important role in a team that believes in them to help them 
win the cup.
We witnessed that last Wednesday night 16/6 in Montreal’s 3-2 

victory over Las Vegas, where the return of defensive player Jeff 
Petry played an important role even though he played with two 
broken fingers and both eyes inflamed! The harmony between the 
recruits and the veterans brought results. One such example was the 
pass given by veteran Petry to the young Caufield, who bluffed that 
he was going to shoot and instead passed the puck to veteran Tyler 
Toffoli who scored Montreal’s second goal.
The other major similarity is that goalie Carey Price plays an 

important role, stopping opposing teams’ scorers in the first two 
rounds and now with Vegas. He plays with full conviction, like his 
predecessors who won the previous cups for Montreal’s Ken Dryden 
and Patrick Roy. There is a French saying, “Jamais deux sans 
trois”. Now if you add the jersey numbers of Dryden #29, Roy 
#33 and Price #31, your sum is … 93!
George S. Guzmas

Montreal Canadiens on the verge 
of winning the Stanley Cup
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REGISTER TODAY:  514-381-5440
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Start your life! 
Live your dream!

Does the City of Laval care as much for the 
small store and business owners, who make 
up a significant portion of the tax base in the 
municipality, as it does for the big commercial 
players who do business in the city?

That’s a question Notre Dame Blvd. store 
owner Jane Moraitis is asking herself, after 
the city went and tore up her stretch of street 
several times in recent years, blocking custom-
ers’ access to the parking area of her children’s 
and baby wear boutique.

Failing small businesses
Moraitis is not alone in her assertion that by 

repeatedly disrupting traffic flow through long 
and protracted street repairs and upgrades, the 
city fails to live up to its responsibilities towards 
small businesses. The Laval News has found 
in its news files at least two similar instances.

Moraitis’s story goes like this. One recent 
morning, when the whole area west of 80th Ave. 
and Notre Dame was completely blocked off to 
local businesses, she says she saw a huge public 
works truck parked in front of her boutique 
blocking the entire parking.

Not again…
“They had dug up the sewers again,” she said, 

“which had already been repaired twice last 
year and, once more, no one had access to our 
business from any direction. Our customers 
being pregnant, with newborn, young children, 
or all of the above, had to walk to our boutique 
in order to pick up or place their orders for their 
baptisms or other events.”

After asking one of the workers politely if they 
could at least move their truck a bit, she says he 
started yelling that Notre-Dame was completely 
blocked, pointing towards the Val-Martin 
project. Either way, he said, no one could enter.

“The Val-Martin project being so far away 
from our business, I asked why the side streets 
were also blocked,” she said. “He then started 
getting aggravated, repeating that the whole 
area is blocked and started swearing in all the 
French words he could think of. To which, I 
objected strongly.”

‘Got out of hand’
Moraitis said that as nothing could stop the 

worker, he continued yelling obscenities, while 
saying she should leave him alone to do his job. 
“It got out of hand and, when I asked him why 
they are fixing the sewers here again, when it 
was already dug up twice in the last two years,” 
she said, adding that he yelled back that it was 
a 40-year-old problem under the street, as he 
continued to swear and curse.

“As the worker yelled and cursed at me, 
confirming that the whole area is blocked 
completely and customers will have no access 
to our businesses anyway,” she continued, “it 
didn’t help our frustration when, after a few 
minutes of seeing that we’re taking pictures, 
they moved their truck and finally freed 80th 
Ave., giving access to our customers.”

City’s ‘big projects’
Moraitis maintains that had it not been for 

the huge projects of Val-Martin and now the 
Récréathèque, “no one at the city would have 
given us the time of day,” she said.

“They went and blocked the whole area. They 
should have planned a bit better considering 
the businesses that are in the area. For example, 
they could have left open 80th Ave. and the side-
streets, which would not affect their project at 
all. There’s no planning for us businesses. It’s 
like they don’t care about us.”

Moraitis’s story isn’t at all new. As reported 
by the Laval News in its June 28, 2017 issue, 
Christine Stergiou, who operates the Eggsquis 
breakfast restaurant on Daniel Johnson Blvd, 
had already been waiting at least two years for 
the City of Laval to complete road work along 
a stretch between Saint Martin and Souvenir 
boulevards.

Businesses forgotten, owners said
She and other merchants, including a number 

of restaurant owners, were waiting for the City 
of Laval to complete an extensive program 
of expansion and enhancements along their 
stretch of Daniel Johnson Blvd. between Saint 
Martin and Souvenir boulevards.

Several other Daniel Johnson Blvd. business 
owners came forth with similar complaints – 
including a 30 per cent drop in customer traffic 
that some blamed on the city’s slowness – as 
well as its seeming disregard for the well-being 
of Laval’s small and medium-size businesses.

Laval has forgotten small businesses, says 
Notre Dame Blvd. children’s wear retailer
Repeated excavation of street is destroying 
us, says owner of Oneiro II boutique

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

Moraitis: ‘They should have planned a bit 
better considering the businesses that are 
in the area’
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KOTTARIDIS
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REAL ESTATE BROKER
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450.682.2121

$295,500
MLS: 11170098

1-1289 RUE JASMIN, 
LAVAL (CHOMEDEY), 
QC, H7W 3V9

Beautiful and bright open 
concept condo close to 
everything. Situated in 
quiet area of Chomedey 
close to schools, shopping 
and transport. 2 bedrooms 
with huge bath/shower & 
laundry. 1 parking and 1 
storage.  

MUST SEE!!
 

CALL ME FOR  
MORE INFO.

NEW LISTING!

Laval executive-committee 
awards subsidies to local 
non-profit groups

During meetings held by the City of Laval’s 
executive-committee on June 9 and June 16, the 
members made decisions to award subsidies to 
three non-profit Laval organizations, while at 
the same time hiring a public works contractor 
to create a special multipurpose roadway near 
the Marina Venise in Sainte-Rose to be used 
by public safety crews during emergencies if 
needed.

Subsidies to groups
The executive-committee members voted 

to award $15,000 in subsidies to three Laval 
non-profits: The Fondation Droit au talent, 
the Société Alzheimer Laval and the Fondation 
Maxime-Letendre. The sums will be used by 
each of the groups to help organize promotional 
events.

The executive-committee says that sums raised 
by the Fondation Droit au talent through virtual 
concert, Segments de l’espoir, will be used to 
purchase new musical instruments or to pay 
for specialized teaching time for the students.

Promotional events
Funds raised during the Société Alzheimer 

Laval’s virtual Marche pour l’Alzheimer, which 
was in virtual mode, will help furnish respite 
services to give a break to caregivers from time 
to time. And funds raised by the Fondation 
Maxime-Letendre’s Marche de Laval de chez 
toi, also in virtual mode, will help bring assist-

ance to persons afflicted by cancer and who 
are receiving treatment at the Centre intégré 
de cancérologie de Laval.

The executive-committee says the future 
pathway, to be located between Saint Paul St. 
and des Terrasses Ave. north of the Canadian 
Pacific rail line, will become indispensable for 
residents who live in the Marina Venise sector.

Emergency pathway
According to the committee, the pathway will 

be equipped with a comprehensive lighting 
system and will serve as an emergency link for 
ambulances and firefighters in the event there is 
a rail accident or a level crossing incident in the 
area of Jacques Cartier and de Venise streets.

The committee says the route will be an addi-
tional measure of safety for local residents, who 
would otherwise find themselves enclaved 
during an emergency intervention without it. 
The executive-committee approved a disburse-
ment of $823,000 to the firm Lavallée & Frères 
to carry out the work to create the special route.

Executive-committee members
The City of Laval’s executive-committee meets 

each week to make decisions on a variety of 
issues. The executive-committee includes 
the following people: Mayor Marc Demers, 
vice-president Stéphane Boyer (also councillor 
for Duvernay–Pont-Viau) councillors Sandra 
Desmeules (Concorde–Bois-de-Boulogne), 
Ray Khalil (Sainte-Dorothée), Virginie 
Dufour (Sainte-Rose) and associate members 
Nicholas Borne (Laval-les-Îles) and Aline Dib 
(Saint-Martin).

Laval’s public libraries offer ‘virtual’ 
programs this summer
From June 28 to Sept. 5, the City of Laval’s public 

library system will be hosting more than 30 online 
activities over YouTube and Zoom (subscription 
required) as part of the library’s summer program 
of activities.

The program is set to include original content 
produced by talented performing artists and 
musicians, as well as interesting topic presenters.

Lots to do this summer
In one category, “Vivre” [‘Living’], the program-

ming includes an up-close encounter with author 
and rapper Biz, conferences on literary topics, 
reading clubs, a special meeting on sports and 
fitness with former Olympic diver Sylvia Bernier, 
and a presentation on outdoor and forest walking 
trails.

Another segment on “Techno” is aimed at 
7 to 12-year-olds and includes workshops on 
topics such as light, electricity, video games and 
computer coding. In a “Youth” theme, the libraries 
are inviting children to view video capsules deal-
ing with literary works for kids read out aloud.

TD Summer Reading
Summer is also the time for kids 12 of age and 

less to take part in the TD Summer Reading Club, 
which has proven to be an enormous success at 
Laval’s public libraries in past years. All you need 
to do is register at a local library branch and pick 
up a kit. There’s also a digital version for live online 
participation.

The city’s libraries recently won a municipal 
services award for its efforts to deploy new 
programming in an entirely “virtual” form. The 
Plume d’or was awarded during the annual Plumes 
d’excellence de l’Association des communicateurs 
municipaux du Québec (ACMQ). Information on 
these and other programs is available at the City 
of Laval public libraries website: https://biblio.
laval.ca/

Retired Olympic diver Sylvie Bernier 
is among the celebrities scheduled to 
give “virtual” online presentations this 
summer as part of the Laval public library 
system’s summer activities.
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Laval businesses 
win at provincial 
level Défi 
OSEntreprendre
Businesses based in the City of Laval did well at the 23rd annual Gala 

des Grands Prix Desjardins hosted by Défi OSEntreprendre on June 9. 
Of the 2,000 entries in the entrepreneurial competition, two businesses 
from Laval stood out.

Ana-Maria Avram Dumaresq, of AMAD, a consultancy in global payments, 
won first place in the Services to Businesses category. And Kym Bélisle, of 
Centre Physi-K, took second place in the Services to Individuals category.

“I congratulate all the participants, and especially our entrepreneurs 
from Laval who were able to carve themselves a spot in the finale of the 
Défi OSEntreprendre,” said Laval’s deputy mayor and executive-committee 
vice-president Stéphane Boyer.

Boyer is impressed
“Not only were these women able to start their businesses during an 

especially challenging year, but they also deserve to be remembered for 
placing in two categories that have proven to be popular year after year. 
We can certainly draw inspiration from their daring and their audacity in 
continuing to surpass us while innovating on our territory.”

The Défi OSEntreprendre is a Quebec-based entrepreneurial movement 
that encourages thousands of participating entrepreneurs through its annual 
awards and its initiatives to stimulate the creation of new businesses. The 
movement is present on a local, regional and provincial scale. More than 
350 people are directly involved with Défi OSEntreprendre in 17 regions 
across the province.

MARTIN C. BARRY
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

For The Laval News
marty@newsfirst.ca

I would like to wish all Laval residents a wonderful Saint-Jean-Baptiste Day, Québec’s 
national holiday. This year, the festivities will still be a little different, but we are all 
filled with great hope. 

And even though we are physically distanced from one another, our Fête nationale 
à Laval promises to be one of the most unifying! Renowned artists are inviting us 
to join them on June 23 for a large-scale show in a virtual format. Please note that 
the event will remain online on the City’s website until June 30! Make sure you don’t 
miss this high-quality evening of entertainment.

In closing, I want to thank you for all the efforts you have made over the past year 
and continue to make. I see them as a clear sign of your solidarity with all the 
members of our community.

Bonne fête nationale!

Let’s Celebrate Québec, 
Let’s Celebrate Hope!

Marc Demers 
Mayor of Laval

laval.ca
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Residential and  
commercial asphalt  

Call Natale for a 
FREE ESTIMATE
(514)777-3774

We repair:
• Cracks 
• Pot holes  
• Edges of garage   
 entrances and   
 foundations
• Replacement   
 of drains

with MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OIL BASED  
SEALER PROTECTION

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER

Vermin infestation in two Chomedey homes remains unabated
Colony of rats refuses to abandon a couple of sinking ships

  After exactly one year (June 23, 2020-2021) 
of infestation, conditions have worsened  
for rat spawning in Vicki Zannis’s home in 
Chomedey, now also crawling with cock-
roaches Throughout the breeding season, 
a single female can give birth to up to 500 
rodents. “Why isn’t anyone taking this 
seriously?  Being for a year is a big setback,” 
Zannis complains, adding that the rat 
infestation has cost her $5000 in legal fees 
have, so far. 

  Mrs. Zannis says there’s no way to catch the 
numerous rats in her property. “We have traps 
inside, and put bait outside,” she explains. “But 
that only covers part of the mice there.”

  “In bed at night you can hear them running 
around the room. You hear the sounds as 
they walk on pillows, affecting people’s sleep, 
threatening nervous breakdowns. They eat food 
from kitchen shelves, their stools proliferate 
everywhere.

  Traps kill mice, but residents still have to 
deal with the stench. “There’s the smell of live 
mice, but there are also rotting smells. It’s just 
horrible. It’s consuming me.

Normally, one would think that if you have 
problems with rats or mice coming from some-
one else’s property, the local authority (City 
Hall) would take action using its power and 
authority. 

Intervention needed
 “Surely, the city has legal powers to deal 

with infestations in homes like mine, vermin 
invasions coming from neighbouring houses. 
For example, where an infestation is harmful 
to your health or is a nuisance, it becomes a 

statutory nuisance. Where there’s a statutory 
nuisance, the local authority may be able to 
force the neighbor/landlord to deal with the 
problem.” This hasn’t happened; I haven’t 
received any assistance or any follow-up calls 
after my numerous pleas for help,” Zannis told 
The Laval News.

  According to Mrs. Zannis, her neighbor Mrs. 
Verna Peters has been trying to clean up her 
home but hasn’t been getting any responses 
from City Hall since it was condemned from 
entry. The Curator must help Peters come back 
to a clean environment but that’s not happen-
ing. Worse, Mrs. Zannis’s legal firm Bertrand 
Laurent Larouche has not received any replies 
from City Hall.

 Why hasn’t the Nuisance Law 
been applied in Zannis’s case? 

Although difficult to navigate, Québec’s Law 
of Nuisance can be easily invoked, each case 
is judged on its own merits. Basic guiding 
principles, as found in current Québec and 
Canada law, can be used to illuminate the way 
for others. Private nuisance would apply to this 
case, according to definition.

  “If the infestation is a risk to health or safety, it 
could be deemed hazardous under the Nuisance 
Law. Local authorities have obligations and 
powers to take action to deal with properties 
that have certain hazards. Why hasn’t this 
happened? Why have I been abandoned?” 
Zannis stated in despair.

No debate at city council
  At the May 2021 

Laval City Council 
meeting, Vimont 
councillor Michel 
Poissant, brought 
the Zannis-Peters 
humanitarian, vermin 
problem up during 
Business Arising 
period, but no debate 
was deemed permis-

sible, with no comment or reaction ensuing.  
“It’s under the carpet at City Hall,” Mr. Poissant, 
who has taken quite an extensive and active 
role in attempting to help resolve the crisis, 
told TLN.  

  The Curator Public is managing Mrs. Peters’ 
assets.  “I don’t know where that file is now,” Mr. 
Poissant admitted. He questions if the Curator 
has full power of attorney and, unfortunately, 
why no one is raising a red flag. City Hall will 
use the excuse that it’s out of their hands.”

Reaction from the opposition
David de Cotis, City 

Councillor for Saint-
Bruno, stated in a 
phone interview that 
this situation is ludi-
crous even though it 
has become a civil 
case. He is surprised 
and concerned that 
knowing of the situ-
ation, He voiced, 
to The Laval News, 

(TLN) his disappointment that the Private 
Nuisance/Québec Nuisance Law hasn’t been 
applied. “I hold the mayor and his team respon-
sible. There’s no aid, no direction - just creat-
ing more anxiety and stress while millions are 
spent on all sorts of consultation.This a matter 
of respect on humanitarian grounds. You can’t 
just close your eyes and pretend it doesn’t exist”, 
councillor De Cotis concluded.

Aglaia Revelakis, 
City Councillor for 
Chomedey District, 
in which Mrs. Zannis 
resides, contacted 
TLN  to “clarify” that 
the City confirmed 
to her that they can’t 
do anything and that 
the issue has nothing 

to do with them. It’s between the neighbours, 
and it’s up to the Curator to resolve the issue. 

Mrs. Revelakis was asked if the Law of Nuisance 
was considered in this case. Apparently taken 
by surprise, the councillor responded, “NO”. 
Saying that she was appalled, she affirmed that 
the law should have been used to intervene to 
resolve this case. She expressed vexation, and 
was adamant about immediately contacting 
City Hall to discuss the lack of application of 
the Nuisance Law which makes good sense. 

“Why not use this law to protect people 
instead of causing agony? 

Interim Mayor 
Response

On Friday June 18, 
our paper received the 
following response 
from Stéphane Boyer, 
Deputy Mayor and 
Vice-President of the 
Executive Committee.

RENATA ISOPO
renata@newsfirst.ca

SS..DD
220 Jean-Talon Ouest, Montréal, Qc.  H2R 2X5
Call 514 274-1100 or 514 274-1459

Problems with pests, 
insects or rodents???

• Free Estimate 
• Written Guarantee

All kinds of insects 
and rodents

• Residential  
• Commercial  
• Industrial

EExxtteerrmmiinnaattiinngg  
SSeerrvviiccee  IInncc..

Serving 
the 

community 
for over 
50 

years
C550279
Membre of  
Canadian Association

www.sdextermination.com

Why suffer  
with infestation!infestation!

► Continued on page  9
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Nuissance bylaw L--12 084 
Ville de Laval introduced a bylaw on nuisances 

in order to ensure a better quality environment 
and protect public health and safety .

This bylaw deals with overgrown grass, 
harmful weeds, odours, dust, smoke, light, 
wild animals, flyers and archery as well as 
with non-domestic and stray animals, and 
also deals with depositing or accumulating 
garbage, accumulating water, obstructing 
ditches and storing road vehicles .

ARTICLE 2 - NUISANCES 
The following act shall constitute a nuis-

ance and shall be prohibited, on pain of the 
imposition of the fine provided for in this 
Regulation:

2.8 collect or tolerate allowing to accumu-
late within a unit occupancy of a building, 
waste, putrescible garbage, feces, feces or 
foul-smelling substances;

2.9 to allow the spread or multiplication 
of such a way as to present a danger to the 
health or safety of the occupants or the 
public, insects and rodents following:

- cockroaches;
- bedbugs;
- wasps and bees, when their nest is located 

inside a housing;
- rats;
- mice;
- field mice.
Where the City of Laval has reasonable 

grounds to believe that spread or multiply 
insects or rodents described in the first 
paragraph and that this may represent a 
risk for the health or safety of occupants 
or the public, it may require the owner, 
tenant, occupant or person in charge of the 
building concerned or the firm specialized 
in pest management selected by the person 
in charge of the building to send an expert 

report written by a firm specializing in 
pest management. 

This report must at least include:
- the names, address, telephone number and 

licence number of the pest manager;
- the exterminator certificate number of 

the technician in charge of the on-site work;
- the address of the building where the 

extermination took place;
- the telephone number of the owner, tenant 

or his representative;
- copy of the explanatory sheet given to the 

occupants;
- the object of the extermination;
- the name and registration number of the 

pesticides by Health Canada
used;
REGULATION NUMBER L-12084 – 

Administrative codification
Updated: December 4, 2020 - 4 -
- the dates of subsequent follow-ups to 

enrailler the problem, the case
if applicable;
- the quantity of pesticide used;
The owner, tenant, occupant or manager 

of the building is required to submit these 
reports within 15 days of the intervention 
in pest management following the date of 
the written notice routed by the City to the 
offender;

If the owner, tenant, occupant or manager 
of the building does not follow, then the City 
of Laval may mandate a specialized firm to 
carry out the inspection of the building and 
the carrying out of the expertise deemed 
necessary by the City of Laval, at the expense 
of the owner, the tenant, the occupant or 
the person in charge of the immovable 
concerned. These fees include, but are not 
limited to, the expertise and related costs 
and the drafting of the report;

ARTICLE 7 - OFFENCES, PENALTIES
Any person who violates Article 2.8, 2.9 or 

2.10 of this settlement is liable to a fine of 
$500.00 to $1,000.00. For a repeat offence the 
amount of the fine is $1000.00 to $2,000.00.

Any legal person that contravenes article 
2.8, 2.9 or 2.10 of this settlement is liable to 
a fine of $1000.00 to $2,000.00. For a repeat 
offence the amount of the fine is $2000.00 
to $4,000.00.

Any person who infringes any other provi-
sion of this Regulation is liable to a fine of 
$200.00 to $1,000.00. For a repeat offence, the 
the amount of the fine is $400.00 to $2,000.00.

Any legal person that infringes another 
provision of this Regulation is liable to a 
fine of $400.00 to $2,000.00. For a repeat 
offence, the the amount of the fine is $800.00 
to $4,000.00.

Any violation of this regulation that 
continues for more than one day is considered 
as a separate offence and the penalties 
provided for each offences may be imposed 
for each day it continues.

L-12084 a.7; L-12692 a.25.
ARTICLE 8 - STATEMENTS OF 
OFFENCES

Under the Code of Penal Procedure of 
Québec, the director, the assistant Director 
and Heads of Division of the Environment 
and

eco-citizenship are authorised to issue 
statements of offences, for and at the name 
of the City, for any offence provided for in 
subsections 2.1 to 2.17, 2.19, 2.20, 2.34 and 
2.35 of Article 2 of these Regulations.

The Director, Assistant Director and Heads 
of Division of the Works Department are 
authorized to issue statements of offence, 
for and on behalf of the City, for any contra-
vention of paragraph 2.13 of section 2 of this

regulation.
Members of the Police Service are author-

ized to issue reports of offences, for and  on 
behalf of  Ville de Laval, for every infraction 
of the present regulations.

EDITOR’s NOTE In order to understand the nuisance bylaw L--12 084  we have included an English adaptation 
of certain of its articles pertinent to this rodent situation

Cannabis and Older Adults is 
factual information about cannabis 
for older adults. Easy to understand, 
written in clear language, the Be 
Wise booklet is meant to help older 
adults make wise decisions about 
cannabis use.

Published by Active Aging Canada, 
research has been gathered from 
across Canada and around the 
world about older adults and 
cannabis. The result of that work is 
presented in this comprehensive 
booklet. 

Bright, easy to read, the facts about 
all forms of cannabis are discussed 
openly, and the information 
about cannabis is presented in 
an objective manner. As well, 
throughout the book, Active Aging 
Canada promotes a message of 

moderation and healthy active 
living.

Authored using Active Aging 
Canada research, reviewed by 
experts, tested across Canada with 
older adults, the Be Wise booklet is 
designed to help older adults know 
the facts about cannabis before they 
decide whether or not cannabis use 
is for them.

Be Wise is available in 16 languages 
(English, French, Farsi, German, Greek, 
Italian, Korean, Mandarin, Polish, 
Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Tamil and Vietnamese) as 
well as in Braille and in e-pub form 
and podcasts (English only). 

Active Aging Canada is a 
national charity. Request your 
free copy of Be Wise booklet.  
Visit www.activeagingcanada.ca 
to download a digital copy or fill out 
the order form for a free mailed copy.

Be Wise

stock photos. Posed by models.

 “I can confirm that city officials are aware of 
the private conflict between these two neigh-
bours over the presence of field mice in the 
building they share. This is indeed a particularly 
sad situation, but it is not the municipal admin-
istration that can help at this stage, as this is a 
private dispute. 

 We have carried out diligent checks in rela-
tion to your questions on the Nuisance Act. 
Unfortunately, the Legal Service confirms to us 
that there are no articles or levers that would 
allow the municipal ad-ministration to act. 

 In addition, the City of Laval cannot override 
a Quebec institution (the Curateur public du 
Québec). Obviously, Mayor Demers and the 
members of his administration are not above 
the law, even if this situation is regrettable. For 
the time being, the situation is therefore in the 
hands of the Curateur pub-lic du Québec. 

 This is a damning situation. It is certain that no 
one – no one – wants to live in such conditions. 
I am assured that all city employees have gone 
to the end of what they could do and that the 
situation is in the hands of the Curateur public, 

an authority of the Government of Quebec. 
While waiting for their return, the City’s hands 
are tied.”

Late-breaking solution surfaces
On a positive front of mixed blessings, 

although TLN’s calls to the Public Curator, 
Sophie Comtois, received no response, Mrs. 
Comtois did communicate directly with Mrs. 
Zannis and her lawyer via email, informing 
them that Mrs. Peters’ home and that of her 
son will be decluttered and cleaned shortly, but 
with no specific timeline. Rodent treatment was 
completed in March; a request for a follow-up 
for rodents has been made. The premises will 
also be inspected for cockroaches and other 
pest infestations. In the meantime, Mrs. Zannis 
still has to keep company with crawling scurry-
ing rodents in her own house, as the problem 
persists, in the likelihood that the Peters home 
is not yet clear of its rodents. 

  Mrs. Zannis told TLN that she’s feeling posi-
tive as a result of the email and the numerous 
follow-up calls resulting from two reports 
published by The Laval News in recent months.

◄ Continued from page  8

ANGRY? FRUSTRATED? ANNOYED?

You’ve got a  
place to vent

Send a letter to the editor 
and get your opinion heard 

loud and clear.

editor@newsfirst.ca



1
0

  
• 

 T
h
e 

La
va

l N
ew

s 
 •

 Ju
ne

 2
3,

 2
02

1

septième 
production

2110, rue Drummond, 3e
 étage 

Montréal (Québec)  H3G 1X1
mai 5, 2021 3:23 PM

client : MCE Nº 111172239-3 format PAP : 100 % @ 300 dpi

description : Mesures Génériques Vaccination trim fermé : 20,667’’ x 12,5’’

pièce : Hebdos - DPS - EN trim ouvert : —

version : visible : —

infographiste : EV bleed : —

nom fichier : MCE_MesuresGenVacc_Hebdos_EN_DPS_21,667x12,5

couleur C M J N PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

  Check   

  List  √ Les sorties laser ne reflètent pas fidèlement les couleurs telles qu’elles paraîtront  
sur le produit fini. Cette épreuve est utilisée à des fins de mise en page seulement.X

Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.



June 23, 2021 •  Th
e La

va
l N

ew
s  •  1

1

septième 
production

2110, rue Drummond, 3e
 étage 

Montréal (Québec)  H3G 1X1
mai 5, 2021 3:23 PM

client : MCE Nº 111172239-3 format PAP : 100 % @ 300 dpi

description : Mesures Génériques Vaccination trim fermé : 20,667’’ x 12,5’’

pièce : Hebdos - DPS - EN trim ouvert : —

version : visible : —

infographiste : EV bleed : —

nom fichier : MCE_MesuresGenVacc_Hebdos_EN_DPS_21,667x12,5

couleur C M J N PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

PMS 
2002

  Check   

  List  √ Les sorties laser ne reflètent pas fidèlement les couleurs telles qu’elles paraîtront  
sur le produit fini. Cette épreuve est utilisée à des fins de mise en page seulement.X

Even once vaccinated, 
you still need 

to protect yourself.

Let’s work together to keep respecting health measures
so we can protect each other.



1
2

  
• 

 T
h
e 

La
va

l N
ew

s 
 •

 Ju
ne

 2
3,

 2
02

1

A 2021 national holiday under 
the sign of solidarity
For a second consecutive year in the 

context of a pandemic, the National 
Day must adapt in order to develop 
celebrations in compliance with sanitary 

measures approved by Public Health. In 2021, the 
unifying theme chosen by the organizers is “Vivre 
le Québec - Tissé serré”.

Remote welded
Since the start of the crisis shaking the planet, 

Quebeckers from all regions have come together 
(despite physical distancing!) And have realized 
the importance of showing solidarity in the face 
of adversity. Isolated in their bubbles for long 
months or working hard every day to help their 
community, the inhabitants of Quebec have 
shown resilience and generosity. We can certainly 
be proud of all of this!

Comforting weaving
The theme of 2021 offers a powerful evocative 

image. It symbolizes that every Quebecer is an 
essential fiber of a gigantic comforting weave. 
Inspired by the slogan, the sober and effective 
visuals represent large lilies woven in the colors 
of Quebec.

Diverse culture
The National Day celebrations are also a 

reminder that our unique culture stands out and 
shines all over the world. And one of our greatest 
strengths is without a doubt our culture, which is 
constantly renewing and enriching itself. Thanks 
to the contributions of First Nations peoples as 

well as newcomers, the identity of our territory 
is renewed by becoming ever more solid and 
unique, vibrant and magnificent in all its colors. 
Even in the most difficult times, it is import-
ant to celebrate our National Day and show 
our pride in belonging to a “tight-knit” people! 
For more information on the reimagined festiv-
ities of 2021, visit fetenationale.quebec, and to 
show your pride, use the official National Day 
avatar on your Facebook profile!

1. When is the fleurdelisé as we know it 
become the official flag of Quebec? 
a) January 21, 1948 
b) July 23, 1534 
c) May 20, 1980 
 
2. What are the inhabitants of Trois-Rivières, 
Saint-Hyacinthe and Salaberry-de-Valleyfield 
called respectively? 
a) The Tri-Rivierdiens, the Hyacintois and the 
Valleyrians 
b) The Riviérois, the Yamaskiens and the 
Valleyfield residents 
c) The Trifluviens, the Maskoutains and the 
Campivallensiens 
 
3. From top to bottom, what can be found on 
the coat of arms of Quebec? 
a) A maple leaf, a golden frog and a lily 

b) Three lilies, a golden leopard and three 
maple leaves 
c) Three roses, a golden dove and two clovers 
4. Who created the motto “I remember”? 
a) Eugène-Étienne Taché 
b) Joséphine Marchand-Dandurand 
c) George-Étienne Cartier 
 
5. What do Pierre Lapointe, Ariane Moffatt, 
Garou, Gregory Charles, Isabelle Boulay and 
Guillaume Lemay-Thivierge have in common? 
a) They have a tattoo representing the flag of 
Quebec 
b) They hosted a Great National Day show 
c) They recorded an album in tribute to Félix 
Leclerc

On this National Day, test your knowledge on Quebec by 
answering these few questions.

A “100% Quebec” quiz to celebrate 
the National Day!

ANSWERS : 1-a), 2-c), 3-b), 4-a), 5-b)

Suggested presentation.

LAVAL  |  barbiesgrill.com   
580 SAINT-MARTIN WEST BLVD.  |  450-668-0033
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BONNE 
SAINT-JEAN

DÉPUTÉ DE SAINTE-ROSE
CHRISTOPHER SKEETE

450 963-8272
Christopher.Skeete.SARO@assnat.qc.ca

HAPPY 
SAINT-JEAN-BAPTISTE DAY!

Let’s be proud of our Quebec identity!

Whether we are Quebeckers by birth or 
by adoption, we all share one thing 
in common: our Quebec identity. 

In fact, no matter where visitors to our province 
come from, they almost always describe us in the 
same way. Here are some qualities that shape the 
identity of our one-of-a-kind people!

Pride
When we travel outside the country and are 

questioned about our origin, our first instinct 
is to say that we come from Quebec. We are 
proud of our province and we feel we are mostly 
Quebecers before we are Canadians. We like to 
talk about our culture as a Quebec culture, and 
we are the only province in the country to have 
a national holiday!

Consensus building
As Quebeckers, we love to talk, but we espe-

cially appreciate it when we all agree with our 
opinion. If this can cause debate and make us 
want to postpone the problems encountered, 
we always favor consensus. This feature of our 

identity is transposed in the solidarity that we 
maintain with each of our regions, but also in 
our sense of justice, a virtue that we consider to 
be the most valid.

Open-mindedness
Drawing on our cultural heritage and our 

multiple roots due to our varied ancestors, we 
have learned that our origins and our differences 
are our greatest asset. We love our diversity, our 
beliefs and our values, and are proud to share our 
vision of the world through our artistic creations 
(songs, books, films, plays, etc.).

Generosity
As Quebeckers, most of us are filled with the joy 

of living! This translates into our passion for good 
food, our love of humor and our enthusiastic 
participation in many festivals and parties. We 
are very keen to share these pleasures with others 
and we quickly provide help to those who need it. 
With all these qualities (and many others!), We 
Quebecers have much to celebrate about our 
common identity!
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RaspberriesRaspberries
CauliflowerCauliflower
EggplantEggplant
PeppersPeppers
ZuchinnisZuchinnis

Pineapple or CherriesPineapple or Cherries
GarlicGarlic
OrangesOranges
NectarinesNectarines
BananasBananas

LettuceLettuce
AvocadosAvocados
CucumberCucumber
FennelFennel
TomatoesTomatoes

ApplesApples
CilantroCilantro
LimesLimes
Chocolate dipped Chocolate dipped 
strawberriesstrawberries

FRUITS ET LÉGUMES

Read what people are saying about us:
https://www.facebook.com/PanierDuFermier/

THIS WEEK’S BASKET:THIS WEEK’S BASKET:

Fruits and 
Vegetables
16 to 20 Varieties

Fresh of the day at 
amazing prices!

Reserve yours today!

THURSDAY ONLY from 10am to 7pm
In-Store Cash & Carry with no reservations!

ssaavvee
$$11,,220000

Our weekly 
customers

A value of$60+at the supermarketYou pay only $35

up to

 3151-B  Boul. Dagenais Ouest (near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec  H7P 1T8 
(514) 473-4591  |  panierdufermier.ca  |  panierdufermier@gmail.com

Ordering is so easy !
1

2

Place your orders online or by  
phone before 8 PM on Thursday

Pick up your baskets on 
Thursday, Friday or Saturday

We now 
deliver also
to your home!
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524 HOUR MONITORING

System Includes:
• 1 x Alexor 9155 main alarm unit
• 1 x WT5500 wireless 2 way keypad
• 1 x WS4904P wireless motion detector
• 2 x WS4945 wireless door/window sensors
• 1 x WT4989 wireless 2 way  key chain remote with icon display
•1  x battery backup, power supply, telephone jack
• Incl. 1 year monitoring

(514) 289-8585
20 years at your service!

Burglar • Fire • Cameras • Intercoms $49999

ALARM SYSTEM INSTALLATION + 
12 MONTHS MONITORING!

MOVIES
FOR FREE

Simply send us a self-addressed stamped envelope along with an  
enclosed letter telling us what you miss most about going to the movies 

and we’ll send you *passes for 4 people to any Guzzo Cinemas.

*

presents

Please send us a self-addressed stamped envelop to:

 
TThhee  LLaavvaall  NNeewwss 3860, boul. Notre-Dame, #304, Laval, QC  H7V 1S1

*  While  
   quantities  
   last.

Two drivers suffer injuries in 
three-car collision on A-440

A three-vehicle collision on Autoroute 440 
near the intersection with Autoroute 15 around 
1 pm on June 18 illustrated why the intersection 
is still regarded as one of the most dangerous in 
Quebec, even though the transport ministry is 
working on a permanent solution.

While the exact cause of the accident isn’t 
known, two of the drivers suffered minor injur-

ies that were serious enough to warrant being 
transported to hospital by Urgences-Santé. A 
detachment of 13 Laval Fire Department fire-
fighters responded to the scene to rescue one 
of the drivers who was trapped inside a vehicle.

Another driver managed to get out of her 
vehicle without assistance, but was immediately 
taken under care by ambulance attendants. The 
third driver wasn’t seriously injured and did 
not require intense attention from paramedics.

Mafia murder trial hears about 
arms cache near Autoroute 13

According to testimony presented during 
the ongoing first-degree murder and conspir-
acy trial in Montreal of a man and woman 
accused of acting as a “cleanup” team for the 
mafia following a murder in the Montérégie, a 
massive cache of weapons was discovered in 
2016 in a warehouse in Laval located on the 
edge of Autoroute 13.

A raid was conducted by the Sûreté du Québec 
on the warehouse over a period of two days, an 
SQ officer testified at the trial of Marie-Josée 
Viau and Guy Dion at the Gouin Blvd. court-
house which is often used for gangsterism-re-
lated cases.

The officer said the cache included pump-
action rifles, sawed-off or not, as well as auto-
matic and semi-automatic rifles, silencers, 
sighting scopes and 200 boxes of munitions of 
various caliber.

While the exact purpose of the raid wasn’t 
explained to the jury, it was understood to be 
related to the murder of brothers Vincenzo 
and Giussepe Falduto in June 2016 at the rural 
residence of the accused in Saint-Jude near 
Saint-Hyacinthe.

The prosecution in the case contended that 
the two brothers were tricked into turning up 
at the couple’s property by a hired mafia killer 
in order to slay them in the garage. According to 
the allegations, Viau and Dion were instructed 
to keep a watch while the murder was being 
carried out, after which they were responsible 
for burning the bodies in a fire set up outdoors.

The crown contends that the couple dumped 
the ashes into a river, as well as a firearm 

used for the murder and the victims’ vehicle. 
According to the testimony, police investigators 
were in the dark as to the identity of the suspect 
for three years, that is until he gave himself up 
and confessed.

This in turn led police to execute a search 
warrant at the home of the Dion and Viau in 
2019, which was a month after the arms cache 
was discovered. In as much as a search for 
the remains of the victims was fruitless, the 
investigators did manage to come up with a 
handwritten list of weapons and other materials.

The list included the name of a type of fire-
arm that is rarely seen, which also turned out 
to be among the weapons seized at the Laval 
warehouse near Autoroute 13. However, the 
investigators weren’t able to determine whether 
one of the seized firearms was used to kill the 
Falduto brothers. An expert is expected to test-
ify at the ongoing trial.

According to testimony also presented during 
the trial, the day the SQ raided the farm prop-
erty in Saint Jude in October 2019 saw a large 
convoy of police vehicles turning up at the 
suspects’ home to arrest them, to conduct 
forensic investigation at the site and to exten-
sively photograph the area.

The man who actually killed the brothers 
decided to become an informant in 2019 and 
provided police with details on how he killed 
the brothers. The prosecutor said the informant 
told investigators that Dion and Viau helped by 
incinerating the bodies on their property and 
by dumping the ashes in a small river that runs 
across Salvail St. S. in front of their home. The 
jury was also told that wood and gasoline were 
used to burn the bodies.

CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée, the Quebec long-
term care home most impacted by COVID-19 
during the first wave of the pandemic last year, 
was missing senior staff, most of whom had 
come down with the virus, a Quebec coroner’s 
inquest into the situation at the CHSLD heard 
while receiving testimony last week.

Death toll: 100
Christian Gagné, CEO of the CISSS de Laval, 

confirmed to the inquiry that a death toll of 
100 made CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée the worst-
hit long term care home in the province. 

Gagné said a lack of managers during the 
crisis made the situation worse, even though 
replacement staff was found to make up for 
workers who fell sick or quit. He said that 
before the pandemic hit in March last year, 
the residence was down nearly a quarter of 
its usual staff, and that eventually nearly 
two-thirds were missing because they were 
sick.

Testing difficult
Testing for COVID-19 was difficult at the 

beginning. “Initially, there was only the 
national laboratory in Winnipeg that could 
confirm a case,” said Dr. Jean-Pierre Trépanier, 
the public health director for the Laval region. 
Although a few more labs eventually began 
analyzing tests, the delay for results was 
several days.

On April 3 last year, CISSS de Laval took the 
step of having all residents at CHSLD Sainte-
Dorothée tested for Covid, which revealed the 
extent of the outbreak, although there was 
little that could be done, said Dr. Trépanier.

Asymptomatic spread
On March 25 last year, the first patient with 

COVID-19 at CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée was 
confirmed, and within a week of that date the 
virus had spread asymptomatically to many 
others, which was a little-known phenomenon 
during that early stage of the pandemic. Dr. 
Trépanier said there were almost no health 
ministry guidelines then on how to react in 
such a crisis.

Also during last week’s hearings, Dr. 

Trépanier said CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée 
was in the midst of a vast program to digitize 
medical records which were on paper. He said 
the digitization process taking place at the 
same time as the onset of the pandemic made 
the crisis all the more difficult to deal with.

A mistaken assumption
Apart from the 100 fatalities from Covid, 

a total of 211 residents became infected at 
CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée, while 173 staff 
tested positive for the coronavirus. According 
to Trépanier, the long-term care residence’s 
pandemic response plan hadn’t been updated 
since 2006. He said the fact the provincial 
government had mistakenly assumed that 
hospitals, rather than long-term care homes, 
would be the epicentre of infections worsened 
the situation at CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée.

Trépanier said his team realized at one point 
in March and April last year that they would 
need a lot more personal protective equip-
ment (PPE) to deal with the rapid spread of 
infections, but there was an acute shortage 
of these. He said management and staff at 
CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée were unprepared 
for what happened because information from 
higher public health authorities was sketchy 
and the nature of COVID-19 was mostly 
unknown at the beginning of the pandemic.

LPD investigated deaths
Also last week, Sgt.-Det. Jules Briand of the 

Laval Police Department testified about an 
investigation he undertook in October last 
year into the 100 Covid deaths during the first 
wave at CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée. Among the 
issues he uncovered were a lack of staff and 
equipment, and improvised measures made 
necessary because there were few resources.

He said he also found that the CHSLD had 
hired staff who were not regulars, and that as 
a result infection was allowed to spread indis-
criminately. However, he and fellow investi-
gators concluded that no criminal charges 
were warranted because of the overwhelming 
circumstances.

CHSLD Sainte-Dorothée was unprepared 
for COVID-19, witnesses tell inquiry



1
6

  
• 

 T
h
e 

La
va

l N
ew

s 
 •

 Ju
ne

 2
3,

 2
02

1

Serving the community for over 25 years...

Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 7:00 pm   
Saturday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

For your entire dental needs call : 

450-682-3921
4375, Notre-Dame, suite 7, Laval 

(corner Elizabeth)

Our priority is your healthy smile...Centre Dentaire

Dental Center
Notre-Dame

Chirurgien dentiste / Dental Surgeon
Dr. Savas Fortis, DDS

Looking for       
         Loopholes

My boyfriend and I had a great 
start to our relationship. We were 
medical students then. We trusted 
each other and were both clear that 
cheating is a dealbreaker for us.

     When we moved to different cities to start 
our specialty training, we saw each other less. 
Things got busier but we tried working things 
out, always thinking about the light at the 
end of the tunnel. Nonetheless, we felt really 
happy once we met.
     Two years ago, someone anonymously 
messaged me on a networking site saying my 
boyfriend was seeing someone else. There was 
no evidence, but I immediately called him 
and he denied it.
     One day, I went into paranoid mode and 
checked his phone while he was asleep. I saw 
flirty messages. The next morning I confronted 
him and asked who she was. He said they were 
coworkers and friends, and he was just helping 
her review. That was our first big argument.
     Of course, I believed him. We even got 
engaged last year!
     Fast forward to three months before our 
wedding. Another person messaged me, this 
time with proof! Turns out, their relationship 
became physical both before and after he 
proposed to me.
     Bit by bit, he told me the truth. He admitted 
they were friends, part of a group who went 
out together and reviewed in his apartment, 
until the two of them were left alone. But he 
never once mentioned this group of friends to 
me. He said he was afraid I wouldn’t give my 
permission to hang out with them.
     He said the girl made a move and kissed 
him first, and his lust took over. After that, 
they had sex for a few more meetings until 
he realized what they were doing was wrong. 
He claims he ended it with the other woman 
three months ago and was going to tell me.
     My life crumbled. The person I thought I 
knew best and trusted most, suddenly became 
a stranger. We broke up and our wedding was 
canceled.
     A month and a half after D-day, we still 
communicate. He’s remorseful and readily 
answers my calls, even though he knows I just 
want answers.
     I will be flying to another country for 18 
months of further training, while he’ll be 
staying in our home country for his training. 

He says he’ll fly to see me once he’s done and 
court me again. He says I’m the person he 
wants to live with in this lifetime.
     Can a person really change? Will I be able 
to get past this feeling of betrayal?

     Heidi

Heidi, a loophole is defined as an 
exemption that can be used to avoid 
the effect of a law. You and your 
boyfriend are both looking for a 
loophole.
     In this case, the law you want to 

avoid is a law of human nature.
     Your boyfriend’s first line of defense was to 
lie. His second line of defense was to blame you. 
(You wouldn’t approve of his group.) His third 
line of defense was to blame the other woman. 
(She started it.)
     If you stay with him, his final defense will 
be, “It couldn’t have been all that bad because 
Heidi stayed.”
     Of course it isn’t all that bad to him. He’s 
not the one betrayed. Proceeding as before is 
what a cheater wants because they are not the 
injured party. But if you had cheated on him, 
would he be so lenient on you? Of course not.
     His excuses are the archetypal responses of 
a cheater who is caught. It’s the classic pattern, 
but because you haven’t been through this 
before, you don’t recognize the pattern. Still, 
your gut told you to cancel the wedding.
     When he blamed the other woman, he 
admitted he can “fall prey” to any other woman. 
In trying to wriggle off the hook, he set the hook. 
He admitted, “I cannot control myself and you 
cannot trust me.”
     You were not paranoid when you checked 
his phone. You smelled gas and looked for the 
leak. That’s realism, not paranoia.
     Perhaps you’ve had to explain to a patient 
that they have a terminal disease. Now you’re 
on the other side of that. You must face that 
your relationship with this man is terminal.
     Reactions to cheating—the disgust, the 
outrage at the unfairness, the suspicion, the 
traumatic response—are not something a 
skillful counselor can talk you out of. They are 
part of your human nature.
     Counseling can be helpful in many areas, but 
it cannot overcome the basic needs built into 
us for trust, for justice, and for love.
     In a marriage, there can be no loopholes. 
Why? Because with people who belong together, 
none are needed.

     Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara Mitchell are the authors of YOUR OTHER HALF (www.yourotherhalf.
com) • Send letters to: Direct Answers, PO 964 Springfield, MO 65801-0964 or email: 
DirectAnswers@WayneAndTamara.com

?Direct 
Answers
  From Wayne & Tamara

Q A
Eggplant: a purple dip

Ingredients 

• 2 eggplants, medium sized 

• 1 clove(s) of garlic (or garlic powder if it is 

too harsh for you or your children, or you can 

substitute with thinly sliced red onion or omit 

it complexity) 

• 30 ml apple cider vinegar or white balsamic  

• 1/2 bunch parsley 

• 2 spring onions 

• 60 ml olive oil 

• salt • pepper

Method

1.  preheat the oven to 375 degrees F 

2.  Wash and then dry the eggplants with a 

paper towel, pierce several holes onto the skin 

of the vegetables with a fork.  

3.  Place the eggplants on a tray lined with 

parchment paper and bake, 45 mins to 80 mins 

depending on the size of the eggplants, until 

very tender and they will collapse. You will 

need to flip them over a couple of times. 

4.  While the eggplant is still hot, cut into 

halves and scoop the pulp out, you can use a 

melon baller.

5.  Pour the pulp into a colander, add a pinch 

of salt, and let it drain its water helping it by 

pressing with a spoon occasionally. Once it 

reaches room temperature you are ready to add 

the rest of the ingredients and make the dip!

To prepare the eggplant dip

• In a food processor, add the garlic (if using) , 

vinegar and the olive oil. 

• Process until the garlic has completely 

broken down. 

• Add it to the bowl with eggplant  

• Season with salt and pepper. 

• Thinly slice the green part of the spring on-

ions and the parsley (only the leaves). Reserve 

some for serving and add to the bowl. 

• Stir until all the ingredients are completely 

combined and season to taste. 

• To serve, garnish with spring onion, parsley, 

and drizzle with some Greek extra virgin olive 

oil. 
• Add pita wedges for scooping.

Many children don’t get the amount of vegetables and fruit recommended by Canada’s Food 
Guide. Your children will want to try new vegetables and fruit if they see others at the table 
eating them. When you make healthy food choices for yourself, you are teaching your kids 
about healthy eating.

One idea is this dip since we are on the topic of eggplant!
Melitzanosalata is a Greek appetizer made from roasting whole eggplants, pureeing it, 

then adding garlic, olive oil and lemon juice!  It is a simple yet delicious small plate tapas dish 
that everyone will love! Kids will not know the difference especially if served with baked pita 
wedges...talking about a party in your mouth!!
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WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

Notice is hereby given that following the death of Stelios LOIZOS (the “Deceased”), 
domiciled at 1082 ave Parkview, Chomedey, Laval, (Quebec). H7W 1N7, who died in 
the city of Montreal, on January 27th 2020, an inventory of the Deceased’s property 
has been made in accordance with the law and can be consulted by interested parties 
at the domicile of the Liquidator, Souly Loizos, situated at 257 Martin ave, Dorval 
(Québec) H9S 3S1.                                 Given on June 11th 2021. Souly Loizos, liquidator

 We are hiring!
If you are lookίng for a permanent posίtίon wίth full benefίts, hίgher than  
average salary, a respectful workίng envίronment and addίtίonal performance 
based compensatίon, Rose Hίll Foods may be the ίdeal workplace for you! 

Located in Ville Saint-Laurent (Montreal), with nearly 40 years of continuous evolution 
since its founding in 1983, Rose Ηill Foods has become a leader in the Canadian  
food industry. 

We are currently looking for capable and energetic people to work in our  
Production and Packaging Line. 

The most valuable asset of our business is our employees! 

Want to know more? Contact:  
Vasileios Bourmpounis  
E-mail: vbourmpounis@rosehillfoods.com  
Tel.: (514) 745-1153 ext.: 245

ROSE HILL Foods lnc. 
7171 boul. Thιmens, St-Laurent, Qc. Canada H4S 2Α2 • www.rosehιllfoods.com

Tel: 514-745-1153 • SF: 800-361-3102 

NOTICE OF CLOSURE OF INVENTORY3 tips for contacting an employee  
at a company you’re interested in

If you want to learn more about a com-
pany before you apply for an open po-
sition, one option is to reach out to a 
current emplo yee. Here are three tips 
to ensure the interaction goes 
smoothly. 

1. Talk to the right person. Make sure you 
contact someone who’s familiar with 
the role you’re interested in, preferably 
some one with seniority. If you can’t get a 
referral through your friends and former 
colleagues, use the company’s website 
or LinkedIn to identify the right em-
ployee.

2. Avoid being intrusive. Opt to send the 

person an email or a message on Linke-
dIn rather than call them. Introduce 
yourself and briefly explain why you’re 
reaching out. Conclude with a re-
quest to schedule a phone call or 
meeting. Alternatively, you can use 
professional events to network.

3. Prepare your questions. Write down what 
you want to know about the company 
so you’re ready if the person agrees to 
speak with you. Prioritize three or four 
questions to avoid taking up too much 
of their time.

Finally, be sure to remain polite and pro-
fessional at all times.

What are YOU looking for?

Careers Section Classified Section

While it might seem like most profes-
sional communication happens on-
line these days, making phone calls is 
still an effective way to look for a job. 
In fact, doing so allows you to reach 
out directly to prospective employers 
and be proactive about pitching your 
skills and scheduling a meeting. 

 Here are some tips to keep in mind:

1. Research the company before you call. 
Among other things, you should try to 
find the name of a supervisor in the 
department where you want to work. 

2. If you’re told that the person isn’t avai-
lable at the moment, ask when would 
be the best time to reach them rather 
than leave a message. 

3. Prepare a clear and concise sta-
tement to introduce yourself and ex-
plain the purpose of your call. Ideally, 
you should rehearse your pitch a few 
times beforehand.

4. Be kind and respectful to the recep-
tionist who answers your call. Remem-
ber to smile when you speak, as this 
will come across in the tone of your 
voice.

4 tips for cold calling your way  
to a new job
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Contact us today to place an obituary or in memoriam in our next issue  
NO CHARGE Email: production@newsfirst.ca • Tel.: 450-978-9999

In Memoriam & Obituaries
Simard, Jean-François
1982 - 2021

In Laval, on June 11, 2021, at the age of 39, passed 
away Mr. Jean-François Simard, Son of Mrs. Rachelle 
Parent and Mr. Gaétan Simard. He is survived by his 
children: Méggan, Abby and Haniel, his brothers: 
Sébastien (Kathy) and Jonathan, his sister Jenny (Caty), 
nephews and nieces other relatives and friends. 

Chiasson, Béatrice
1919 - 2021
In Laval-Ouest, on June 12, 2021, at the age of 102, passed away 
Mrs. Béatrice Chiasson, wife of the late Gérard Brisebois. She is 
survived by her children Laura-Marie, Guy, Monique, Esther and 
Nicole, her grandchildren Jacques, Julien (Mélanie), Samy, Mark, 
Maryse (Adam), Ève-Lyne, Frédéric, Sylvestre and his great-
grandchildren. She is also survived by her brothers Edmond and 
late Arthur, her sisters Estelle, Cécile (late Léopold) and Raymonde, 
her nephews and nieces as well as other relatives and friends. 

Diotte, Paul Emile
1936 - 2021
In Laval, on Thursday June 3, 2021, at the age of 85, passed 
away Mr. Paul Émile Diotte surrounded by his relatives. He is 
survived by his friend Bibiane Morin, his daughter Johanne 
Diotte (Michel), his granddaughters Vanessa (Yannick) and 
Valérie (Brian), his 5 great-grandchildren (Mikael, Liam, Alec, 
Rosalie and Lilianne) , his brothers and sisters, cousins and 
cousins, nephews and nieces as well as all his friends. 

Charron, Joanne
1953 - 2021

In Laval, on Friday June 11, 2021 passed away, at the 
age of 67, JOANNE CHARRON. She is survived by her 
three children Sylvain, Benoit (Christina) and Lorraine 
(Christopher), her grandchildren Océanne and Ylan, her 
dear friend Gilbert, her sister Jocelyne (Serge), as well 
as her nephews and nieces, parents and friends. 

Banner Ad Goes Here

Learning about the death of a loved one is never easy, especially if they passed 
away while abroad. Managing formalities in a country where the language, laws 
and customs differ from your own can make the grieving process that much more 
harrowing for family and friends involved. If a loved one has sadly passed away 
while abroad, continue reading to find out the right course of action.  

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS 
The representative must quickly decide if the deceased’s body will be repatriated (either 
in a coffin or urn) or buried in the country where the tragedy occurred. It’s important to 
keep in mind that funeral practices and related costs (burial, cremation, etc.) vary greatly 
from one country to the next. In fact, certain regions in the world prohibit cremation while 
others impose strict time constraints for embalming or incinerating a corpse. 

Furthermore, specific documents and certificates are necessary in many cases. 
Depending on the circumstances and place of death, long delays, among numerous 
other factors, can interrupt the body’s repatriation. In addition, every airline has its 
own requirements and restrictions in relation to the transport of coffins or cremated 
remains. 

Finally, all the costs related to the funeral arrangements and repatriation of the 
deceased’s corpse or ashes are the family’s responsibility. In the case where the 
deceased had travel insurance, the insurer may cover the entire or partial cost of 
related expenses.

What to do if a loved one  
passes away abroad

Our family...caring for yours

55 rue Gince, Montreal  |  514 228-1888 | complexeaeterna.com
• Largest viewing  
  room  in Quebec

• Personalized service  
   tailored to your needs

• Parking for 130 cars
• Full support and help

• Reception Hall / Cafeteria
• Available 24 hours - 7 days

• High quality services  
   at a much lower cost

Complexe Funéraire

ive for the momentL

Στέφανος Σβουρένος
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.
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Last Issues‘ Answers

The luckiest signs this week:  
TAURUS, GEMINI AND CANCER

Week of JUNE 27 TO JULY 3, 2021
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
Whether you’re on vacation or not, time spent at 
home will ine¬vitably allow you to relax and 
let your mind wander. Consider diving into a new TV 
series to escape reality for a while.

TAURUS
You’ll be very chatty this week, but it may be hard to 
direct the conversation. At times, you might let slip a 
few secrets or details you would have preferred to 
keep to yourself.

GEMINI
Choosing quality materials for a renovation isn’t just 
a luxury; it’s a smart long-term investment. Don’t 
hesitate to make your house feel like a home, and 
design it according to your style.

CANCER
While on a trip, attending a conference, at a training 
or even during therapy, you could meet someone 
captivating. This person will help you experience new 
things and get rid of some deep-seated emotions. 

LEO
A simple “I love you” isn’t enough; you need more 
concrete proof of love. Your partner must make you 
hope and dream. Fortunately, they have something 
romantic planned.

VIRGO
If you have a vacation coming up, there’s no need to 
stay coo¬ped up inside. Plan a trip abroad with 
friends and family, or take a long road trip so you can 
get away from it all.

LIBRA
Your home and finances can be a source of worry, 
which doesn’t help ease tensions in your relationship. 
You’ll need to find other topics of conversation to 
change the mood.

SCORPIO
Housework that you’ve been putting off will now be-
come a prio¬rity. At work, your bright ideas will pay 
off if you can figure out how to communicate them 
and show initiative. 

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll feel the need to improve your home’s security. 
You’ll install an alarm system, better locks and other 
gadgets to give you peace of mind. You’ll want your 
home to have the latest te-chnology.

CAPRICORN
You’ll struggle to keep your impulsivity under control. 
You’ll quickly climb the ladder at work. How¬ever, 
you’ll only realize how much responsibility that entails 
when you reach the top.

AQUARIUS
You need to budget for family activities and projects. 
A vacation is coming up, and you’ll want to have ev-
erything in order so you can truly relax. You’ll enjoy 
taking up a sport this summer.

PISCES
It’s important to put yourself first sometimes. Your 
generous nature means you don’t think twice about 
helping loved ones, but be careful not to exhaust 
yourself in the process.

ACROSS
1. Deli purchase
4. Gambler’s town
8. Commotion
12. Expert person
13. Baking box
14. In the center of
15. ____ and outs
16. Conclude
18. Harvesting machines
20.	Affirmative	answers
21. Some
22. Flower sites
23. Made holy
26. Pupil’s transport
27. Scamp
30.	Starfish	arms
31. Rummy
32. Ride the wind
33. Lumberjack’s 
implement
34. Society lass
35. Within reach
36. Glide
38. Maiden
39. Wake up

41. Expertise
45. What “Taps” means
47. Quilting party
48. Suffer
49. Seep
50. Wager
51. Groups
52. Little bird
53. Descend Mt. Snow

 

DOWN
1. Fur
2. Teenager’s woe
3. Flat-topped formation
4. Rat, e.g.
5. All
6. Fishermen’s tools
7. Billfold item
8. Softened
9. Oversight
10. Eat formally

11. Poems
17. Cereal grasses
19. Overtake
22. Hot-dog roll
23. Bikini part
24. Negligent
25. Vision
26. Apron part
28. Frenzied
29. Jimmy
31. Mousse alternative
32. Pepper’s mate
34. Daily fare
35. Rush
37. Cigar remnants
38. Sheer fabric
39. Woeful expression
40. ____ pudding
41. Othello, e.g.
42. Recedes
43. Smell strongly
44. Abominable Snowman
46. Mama pig



Shine 
bright in 
the heart 
of Laval

Marquise is a gorgeous  
jewel set in an urban oasis

marquisecondos.com

High-end rental condominiums with  
exceptional common areas at Marquise

rubisparmarquise.com

Sales and rental office now open at 3653 Jean-Beraud Avenue, Laval. Come and visit our model units

Rubis, 
luxury 
rental 
by Marquise


