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Administration officials defend their $2,000 electric vehicle subsidy
Laval spent $1.92 million on program that ended two years ago

Two years after the City of Laval ended a subsidy 
that provided residents with up to $2,000 to help 
pay for the purchase of an electrically-powered 
motor vehicle, opposition forces at city hall are 
still deriding the Demers administration for 
underwriting a program the opposition claims 
was wasteful and that tended to be used by persons 
who are better off financially.

The criticism was renewed during the May 4 
city council webcast, when the administration 
tabled and passed a resolution to create a regu-
lar reserve fund of $3 million to pay for efforts 
aimed at reducing Laval’s greenhouse gas emission 
imprint on its territory.

Investing in the future
The city maintains that subsidies like the one 

provided to residents for the purchase of elec-
tric vehicles ultimately pay off because they help 
reduce the presence of greenhouse gases, which 
will be subject to increasing taxation or penalties 
by higher levels of government in the not-too-dis-
tant future.

Still, Parti Laval leader Michel Trottier remains 
sceptical of how the city is going about dealing 
with the greenhouse gas issue.

“Since the creation of the subsidy for electric 
vehicles, the opposition has been denouncing the 
absence of objective criteria to pay for greenhouse 

gas reduction programs,” said Trottier. Still, he said 
new criteria established by the city will help avoid 
questionable decisions.

546 residents got subsidy
According to information provided by Trottier, 

the city spent $1.92 million providing the electric 
vehicle subsidies. He said that in all, 546 people 
(0.12 per cent of Laval’s population) received the 
$2,000 subsidy, including two elected members of 
the Mouvement lavallois (15 per cent of the ML 
caucus, Trottier said).

He maintained that the electric vehicle subsidy 
program used up most of the funds the City of 
Laval had put aside for the overall purpose of deal-
ing with the greenhouse gas issue. He also claimed 
that no city except Laval had set up a program to 
provide subsidies for electric cars.

Vimont city councillor Michel Poissant, who 
leads the newly-formed Laval Citoyens party, said 
he had nothing against electric cars, although 
he could see the ways some opportunists might 
improperly take advantage of the situation.

Doubts over subsidy
“I don’t think it’s a municipality’s business to 

be involved with this type of thing,” he said. “As 
well, somebody could be living in Montreal, 
change their address for his brother-in-law’s in 
Laval, come to collect the $2,000, then change 
the address. We have no way of controlling this.”

Deputy mayor Stéphane Boyer said he found it 
“very unfortunate” to hear councillors with the 

Parti Laval, “who speak of themselves as being 
more green than green, opposing subsidies for 
the electrification of vehicles.”

Boyer defends subsidy
Boyer said that even if not all residents of Laval 

were able to receive the subsidy to buy an electric 
car, “all people in Laval benefit from being able to 
have better air quality and less greenhouse gas to 
reduce our environmental impacts.”

He said the federal government filled the vacuum 
left when Laval’s subsidy ended, since Ottawa 
created a subsidy of its own that was even more 
generous, and which he said allowed the City of 
Laval to redirect sums into other projects.

“But listen, we’re one of the very few cities in 
Canada to have this kind of program and we 
should be proud of it, rather than denigrating it. 
What we’ve been doing here today is restructur-
ing our approach. I see only good coming from 
tonight’s resolution.”

ML councillors got subsidy
City councillor for Renaud Aram Elagoz acknow-

ledged that he was one of the two ML councillors 
identified by Trottier as having received the city’s 
electric vehicle subsidy. (The other was council 
president Christiane Yoakim).

“Yes, I bought an electric vehicle,” he said. “I 
am a citizen of Laval and, like everybody, I am 
entitled to this subsidy. It was not voted in so 
that we could buy electric vehicles. I find these 
comments extremely inappropriate.”

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca

City of Laval deputy mayor Stéphane Boyer 
defended the city’s $2,000 subsidy for electric 
vehicle purchases by residents.

Parti Laval leader Michel Trottier remains 
critical of the way Laval originally set up its 
electric vehicle subsidy program.City powerless to deal with Emerson St. vermin infestation, says Boyer

In question period during the May 4 webcast of 
Laval city council’s monthly meeting, there was a 
followup to the rat infestation issue on Emerson St. 
in Chomedey, which was first raised in the Laval 
News’s April 7 issue.

A breeding ground
As reported in our article (‘Neighbours of 

vermin-infested duplex plead for help’), a multi-
unit house on Emerson became an ideal place for 
roaches and rats to breed, while pests made their 
way through walls into neighbors’ homes.

Garbage was piled to the ceiling, while books, 
magazines, food trays, decaying food, discarded 
packages and more filled chairs, tables, beds, and 
some rooms were so stuffed you couldn’t walk 
through them.

“Imagine having to live next to a place full of trash. 
That’s what we have had to deal with,” said Vicky 
Zannis, who lives in the adjacent duplex whose 
apartment was infested with vermin.

City did little, said Zannis
Zannis had told the Laval News that city officials 

had done little, while the home next door deterior-
ated, overflowing with junk and mice since a call 
she made to 311 in December 2020, followed by a 
second call in January 2021.

During the May 4 council meeting, a member of the 
Zannis family questioned the administration about 
its less than satisfactory response to the situation. 
They said that only city councillor Michel Poissant 
(Vimont) had responded satisfactorily and tried to 
meet their needs.

Why no action taken?
“No action has been taken except for two visits by 

the exterminator,” they said. “When will the place be 

clean? My question again: What is the city doing to 
protect its citizens from this situation? Why is the 
city not addressing this situation which has affected 
three families? Do we not matter as human beings?”

Poissant said, “This is a very touching and human 
situation that these people are going through.” While 
a court has ruled that the Quebec Public Curator 
needs to intervene because part of the problem 
involves a person with diminished mental capacities, 
Poissant suggested that the city should go back before 
the judge and get permission to enter the dwelling to 
clean and disinfect it so that the matter can be settled.

She’s pleading for help: Poissant
“What Mme Zannis is doing today is a plea to the 

mayor from the heart, a cry for humanity,” he said. 
“As for myself as a member of council, I am saying 
to the administration to please make superhuman 
efforts – it’s nearly a year that this situation is going 
on.”

Deputy mayor Stéphane Boyer said, “Of course, it’s 
a very sad situation. I think nobody should be living 
through that. It’s deeply unfortunate. From what I 
understand of this file, the city would like to help, 
but cannot do it on legal grounds.”

City powerless, says Boyer
According to Boyer, city inspectors visited the 

dwelling in question to conduct a cleanliness 
inspection and wanted to intervene to force the 
occupant to make the premises clean. “Unfortunately, 
Superior Court prevented the city from intervening, 
judging that the person there was incompetent. And 
so, it is the Public Curator of Quebec which protects 
people judged incompetent that has taken over the 
dossier.”

Boyer said the city can’t take legal action against 
someone “that has mental issues or that is incompe-
tent to make their own decisions. Effectively, it is a 
situation that is very unfortunate and that shouldn’t 
happen. We would like to intervene, we have tried. 
But unfortunately, it is the Superior Court of Quebec 
that is stopping us.”
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The pandemic could change cities forever
Phantom office towers, empty metros, deserted cafés, traffic-choked 
streets, PPTD - post-pandemic trauma disorder - the future is both 
bleak and … surprisingly … promising
  During past epidemics, cities’ populations shrank due to deaths 
and the flight of those who could afford to leave. Will it be any 
different this time?
   Humanity flourishes when knowledge is shared, collaboration 
becomes a priority, and healthy competition is exercised face to 
face. The history of cities is a reflection of the agony and ecstasy of 
humankind’s search for meaning. As places become more densely 
populated, they become more productive. It’s just that cities are 
sometimes good places to live and other times terrible places.
  In short, the allure of cities, their crowd-generated excitement, 
innovation and opportunities, especially for families are always 
in popular demand.  During epidemics, in the past, cities were 
depopulated by death, and families facing an urgency for exodus. 
Yet, time after time, the lure of the city pulls people back after the 
immediate danger.
  Even emergency-inspired measures can become permanent. 
Quebec’s pandemic lockdown increased the percentage of provincial 
companies with half their employees working remotely, from 11 to 
34.  Office managers don’t expect anywhere near all of those workers 
to return to their downtown office buildings whether in Laval or in 
Montreal. Clearly, before the lockdowns, there was a lack of imagina-
tion and a distrust on the part of employers who thought that unless 
workers were at their office desks, they wouldn’t be productive. Now, 
we know that’s not true. What the post-pandemic urban landscape 
will look like is an urgent question for everyone. While experts differ 
on how, and to what extent, our cities will definitely bounce back, 
they agree that life in them will not be the same.
  Public transit is a major part of the uncertainty about the coming 
city, given the COVID-19 induced upheaval in moving people 
around big cities. Many businesses now assert that some remote 
workers are even more productive at home than they were in office 
towers, because they have gained the 90 minutes and more, they had 
spent commuting to and from work.  Suburbanites have always had 
issues, to put it mildly, with their enormous, horrific daily treks to 
downtown, crossing bridges or moving snail pace on jam-packed 
highways 440, 13, 15 crawling to work. Employers realistically expect 
the legacy of remote work will be that a fifth to a third won’t go back 
to on-site locales.
 Furthermore, anything that affects food, and income generated 
from food, affects cities profoundly. Street food is fundamental to 
the economy of megacities, particularly the off-the-books economy 
that keeps marginalized people alive. 
  There may be a glimpse of the downtown future already visible in 
the high-end Montreal and Laval retail districts. Coffee drinkers 
can buy lattes from their favorite coffee shop.  It’s a continuation 
of some of the trends in quick-serve environments, part of society’s 
concession to convenience and technology - even in fast-food outlets 

these days - people order from kiosks or pick-up windows.
  Another indicator that North American cities are heading for major 
resets is visible in real estate markets. It has been noted that clients 
with commercial subleases, even the biggest renters caught in five 
or 10-year leases, are now trying to sublease 10,000-100,000 square 
feet because they have realized that workers are not coming back, 
at least for this year and next. That’s a crisis that many experts also 
consider an opportunity for major urban centers to do what they 
did a century ago - transform manufacturing and trade buildings 
into places where new activities emerge. They will have to similarly 
adapt third-millennium cities to the downswing of office work.
  In general, public opinion agrees that cities will become younger, 
still offering the most opportunities for jobs; the exodus of older, 
more virus-susceptible and more affluent people will open up afford-
able space for younger workers. The true pull of urban life - art, 
culture and street festivals - won’t be replaced by the internet, but 
will move to the inner suburbs. If, that is, the next generation of 
suburbs caters to more home-based work and shorter commutes, 
as is becoming apparent.
  The post-pandemic city, relatively more spread out, less affluent 
and younger in its demographics, and, ominously for many, probably 
subject to virus-tracking surveillance technology, will not be the 
same as the pre-pandemic city it used to be. But If governments 
seize the chance for renewal offered by the Coronavirus, the future 
will be brighter.
  In short, the allure of cities, their crowd-generated excitement, 
innovation and opportunities, will always attract people to them, 
especially the young.
  Will it be different this time in the wake of COVID-19? Yes, that 
much is predictable.  Public transit, for instance, a major part of the 
uncertainty about the coming city, will be drastically altered, given 
the COVID-induced upheaval in moving people around large cities. 
  Downtowners, local or off-island, will not re-embrace the packed-
like-sardines subway rides, or waiting for the next train, which at 
rush hour always comes just as full as the one you let pass. Those 
days are done. The drop in transit has not come entirely from people 
working remotely or biking to the workplace. Streets once nearly 
deserted during initial lockdowns are now traffic-choked again in 
many heavily-populated areas, as people yield to diminished contact 
with others, masking, social distancing, in fear of exposure to the 
dreaded virus.
  The post-pandemic cities, notably Laval and Montreal, more spread 
out, demographically younger, and ominously for many, probably 
subject to intrusive virus-tracking surveillance technology, will take 
on a new profile whose dynamics are yet to be defined. But they 
will be, as always, places that hold the good and bad in tension and 
heartbeat until disaster strikes again.

Renata Isopo
renata@newsfirst.ca 
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Webb Ave. residents decry city’s proposed 
street changes
‘No one was aware that the city was going to modify and make major changes’

After tabling a petition in Laval city council 
last week, at least 40 residents of Webb Ave. in 
Chomedey gathered in the middle of their street 
earlier this week to say they are serious about 
demanding the city’s engineering department 
reverse a plan to narrow their street’s width.

Gathered a petition
“Everyone on the street has signed,” said Nick 

Batzios, a Webb Ave. resident who helped gather 
the petition with the help of a neighbour.

Indeed, the size of the crowd that came out last 
Monday morning to express their opposition 
to the city’s proposed changes confirmed that 
feelings are running high on Webb Ave.

According to Batzios, many people on the street 
knew some repairs to the street were planned, 
but none expected the radical changes the city 
is proposing. He said the work is scheduled to 
begin in less than two weeks.

Unpopular changes
“No one was aware that the city was going 

to modify and make major changes to Webb 
Ave.,” he added. “They want to make the roadway 
smaller and nobody knew anything about this. 
We want our street to remain as is.”

Danny Pascal, a resident of Webb for the past 45 
years, said 36 homes on Webb between Souvenir 
Blvd. and de Normandie Blvd. are affected.

“We sent our petition into city hall, the direc-
tor-general, city council and the engineering 
department with the help of Aglaia Revelakis,” 
he said, referring to the city councillor for the 
Chomedey district.

Weren’t told, they say
“We only found out about two weeks ago that 

they’re making all these changes to our street,” 
he continued. “We had no notice. And when 
we say that we’re very upset, it’s because this is 
a very unique street.

“People buy houses on this street because of 
the unique character of the street – because of 
its width. We have no problem with some of the 
infrastructure changes they’re proposing, but 
not to narrow it where there’s only going to be 
room for a couple of cars.”

According to Pascal, the city plans to narrow 

Webb Ave. by up to six metres, part of which will 
be achieved by widening the sidewalks, followed 
by planting of trees and installing park benches. 
“This isn’t a new street where there were no side-
walks already,” said Angie Patsios.

Street width appreciated
“We already have the greenery. It’s a mature 

area. I don’t understand why we need more. 
It’s not an area where there are duplexes and 
triplexes and multi-unit homes. This is a street 
with single-family homes. And the reason people 
purchase on this street is mainly because it’s such 
a beautiful wide street.”

According to Lona Pascal, Danny’s spouse, 

there are things the residents would like to see 
on the street. “Our street tends to be very fast,” 
she said, suggesting speeding is sometimes a 
problem. “We want speed bumps; we want them 
to consult with us. We want an extra stop. And 
we want better lighting.”

Around 40 residents of Webb Ave. in Chomedey felt strongly enough about fundamental changes the City of Laval wants to make on their street to gather 
in the middle of Webb last Monday afternoon to make their voices heard and their views known to the city. (Photo: Martin C. Barry, Newsfirst Multimedia)

An initiative created by Agape
3860 blvd Notre-Dame, 

(elevator to the 3rd floor)  Suite # 305 
Laval, QC H7V 1S1

*large parking lot on side of building

450 934-1122 

Come and enjoy the activities!
Open Monday to Friday 

from 9:45am to 4pm 

WELCOME TO ALL !
Laval English-Speaking

Senior's Wellness Center

Health presentations, resources, organized trips, iPad 
courses, activities, referrals, and more! ALL IN ENGLISH!

The office is closed to the public during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
but we are still providing some services for our seniors:-

Senior Wellness
Center

For Laval English-speaking seniors 55+

Call us at: 450-934-1122

 Online virtual activities (chat groups) 
 Distributing important COVID-19 updates 
 Returning all emails and phone messages 
 Possible food delivery for isolated seniors 
 
Call us and leave  
a message.  
We WILL call  
you back.

‘We only found out 
about two weeks ago 
that they’re making 

all these changes 
to our street,’ says a 
Webb Ave. resident

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca
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City of Laval tables its 2020 report on finances
Municipality’s financial situation is solid, claim city officials

(TLN) In a report on its most recent financial 
situation, the City of Laval says it has a surplus of 
$85.6 million, including $42.3 million granted by 
Quebec to deal locally with the fallout from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Putting money aside
According to a statement issued by the city, $24 

million of the surplus will be placed directly in 
reserve funds for future financial obligations, 
including employee pensions, as well as contin-
gency for unexpected natural disasters and other 
events such as flooding.

The city says the $42.3 million will be placed 
in the 2021 operating budget, which is paying 
for measures to relaunch Laval’s economy and to 
maintain a tax freeze. After that, $20 million will 
be used to top up other funds.

Breakdown of surplus
The city said the $85.6 million could be broken 

down this way:
$42.3 million in COVID-19 assistance from 

Quebec will be used over the course of 2021;
$22.9 million comes from “welcome tax” charged 

when houses are bought and sold and change 
owners;

$10 million from a one-time financial occurrence 
arising from an out-of-court settlement;

$4.8 million from tax revenues and compensation 

in lieu of taxes due to strong recent urban growth.
“In 2020, we pledged to improve services for 

citizens,” said Mayor Marc Demers. “We lived 
up to our commitments, despite the pandemic. 
Thanks to our rigorous approach to finances, 
Laval has known how to control its expenses while 
continuing to be able to offer quality services to 
its residents, notably in snow removal and the 
planting of greenery.”

Forging ahead, says Boyer
Deputy mayor and executive-committee 

vice-president Stéphane Boyer added, “The 
margins to maneuver will allow us to pursue our 
efforts to realize various relaunch operations, for 
the economy, the environment, culture and social 
solidarity. A consultation with all the players that 
is currently underway is sure to be a source of 
many fertile ideas.”

According to the city, more than 90 per cent of 
the current surplus was because of the growth of 
the city’s finances, with support provided by the 
province. The city said that the healthy real estate 
market in Laval also contributed. As such, the 
city took in $23 million in transfer taxes last year.

Impact of the pandemic
The city estimates the financial impact of the 

pandemic over the course of 2020-2021 at $52.4 
million, not counting sums accorded to the Société 

de transport de Laval for maintenance of its servi-
ces. However, snow removal costs rose with larger 
snow falls, while the city also spent more on snow 
removal as it had previously pledged to improve 
the service.

As well, the city spent more on the development 
of social housing. Through its special Place-du-
Souvenir Fund, the city also allotted more fund-
ing to non-profit groups throughout Laval. The 
city handed out more subsidies to residents who 
wished to buy electric bicycles, registering a 54 
per cent increase over the previous year for this.

Electric vehicle purchase

During this same time, Laval acquired 56 elec-
tric vehicles for $2.7 million ($2.2 million after 
subsidies from higher governments were applied). 
And the city planted 51,000 shrubs and trees, 
compared to 4,500 in 2019.

Taking into account 2020 was a pandemic year, 
the city says it managed all the same to carry out 
74.2 per cent of its $336.1 million in PTI budget 
investments for 2020, which was even better in 
terms of performance than previous years. These 
disbursements were on infrastructure such as 
roads, bike paths, walking paths, as well as sewers 
and water. The city says that despite the pandemic, 
it’s in a good position to face the unforeseen. 
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‘What I don’t 
understand is that they 

fixed this side of the 
street, they closed it for 
so many months, and 

now they’re here again,’ 
says one discouraged 
local business owner

Notre Dame/Curé Labelle shutdown draws flack 
from nearby businesses
Busy Chomedey intersection to be closed a month (at least) for water and sewer pipe work

It happened so fast, it was like night and day.
That’s how quickly the corner of Notre Dame 

and Curé Labelle – probably Chomedey’s busiest 
intersection – was transformed over the past 
week-and-a-half into an impassable no man’s 
land, as the City of Laval began work on a long-
awaited storm drain and water main replacement 
project.

Water and sewer pipes
The work includes replacement of a 200-mm 

drinking water main with a pipe measuring 400 
mm to allow better water flow in the neighbour-
hood, and the addition of a second sewer water 
drain to provide greater protection against 
sudden and extreme storm flooding.

According to l’Abord-à-Plouffe city councillor 
Vasilios Karidogiannis, the intersection could 
remain closed as late as June 24, or at least for 
the next month, he told the Laval News.

Once the intersection reopens, the epicentre of 
the project will shift a block west to the corner of 
Notre Dame and Jarry, which is expected to be 
at least partly closed over the coming summer.

This was waiting after return
For Ian Williams, the staff social worker 

at Agape social services on Notre Dame (a 
stone’s throw from the centre of the carnage), 
his first day back at work full-time following a 
pandemic-related furlough was a shock when 
he saw the transformation of the intersection.

“This is going to be problematic for us,” he said 
in an interview last Friday, noting that parents 
who bring their children to the daycare could 
have trouble getting in and out because of the 
numerous detours they’ll now have to navigate.

“A lot of them come in off Autoroute 15, and 
some from Autoroute 13, and this is definitely 
going to be a factor,” Williams added, noting 
that he and other people assumed the work was 
completed last year when the city carried out 
some preliminary aspects on the street outside 
the Senior Wellness Centre.

Making life complicated
He said staff at the Agape Senior Wellness 

Centre, located a block away on the east side of 
Curé Labelle, had recently been in the middle 
of a move, and the street closure would only 
complicate things for them further.

On a personal note, he said that driving his 
son to a nearby school is now much harder. “At 
a time of day when everyone is so busy, it just 
adds minutes to the drive in and creates more 
headaches,” said Williams.

A block east on Notre Dame, Giannoula Chinis, 
owner of the Oneiro II children’s wear boutique, 
had plenty of reason to be angry about the shut-
down of the intersection, considering it’s just 
the latest of aggravations related to the sewer 
infrastructure.

A longstanding problem
As reported by the Laval News in February 

2016, the boutique dealt with a series of floods 
since the late 1990s, which destroyed tens of 
thousands of dollars of merchandise stored in 
her business’s basement. And she wasn’t the only 
business on that stretch of Notre Dame that was 
impacted.

Despite efforts by the City of Laval to correct the 

situation, lakes of water continued to accumulate 
outside on Notre Dame whenever there was a 
heavy rainfall, because the sewer system was 
inadequate to deal with storm surges. The latest 
work that has shut the corner of Notre Dame 
and Curé Labelle will hopefully fix the problem 
permanently.

Still, she remains frustrated that the corrective 
work is taking so long. “What I don’t under-
stand is that they fixed this side of the street, 
they closed it for so many months, and now 
they’re here again,” she said, pointing to the shut 
intersection.

Was promised five years ago
Saying that the city had promised to fix the 

situation five years ago, she was even less than 
impressed now given the delay. “They promised 
us that before 2016 the problem would be fixed 
because they had government funding,” she said, 
while acknowledging that the city probably did 
improve things by installing an underground 
storm water collector last year near the corner 
of Thomas Chapais St.

At Pizza Morado, another nearby Notre Dame 
Blvd. business now partly cut off from the 
street by safety barriers, a long-time employee 
expressed overall displeasure with the situation. 
“This has been going on for such a long time – 
why is it taking so long?” he said, referring to 
last year’s disruptions as well as the latest ones.

Area growing, says Karidogiannis
In an interview, Councillor Karidogiannis said 

the purpose of the work is not only to address 
the existing floodwater problem, but also takes 
into account the fact that major demographic 
and economic growth is happening in the area.

This includes a large new multi-unit residential 
project now being built on the site of the former 
Récréathèque on the north-west side of Notre 
Dame and Curé Labelle, as well as dozens of 
units of new social housing being built at the 

Val-Martin housing project just east of 80th Ave.
It had to be done, says councillor
“That whole area is changing and growing,” he 

said. “And to accommodate all that new stuff we 
need to improve the underground plumbing.”

According to Karidogiannis, the work will also 
be helping to alleviate sewer and water supply 
issues elsewhere in l’Abord-à-Plouffe. “So, it’s 
not just for that particular area. It affects an 

area probably all the way down to 100th Ave. 
plumbing-wise.”

While admitting that the disruptions are 
regrettable, he said the city had no choice but to 
proceed, since the beginning of the work last year 
was disrupted by the accelerating COVID-19 
pandemic. “While I understand the frustrations 
of people in the neighbourhood, this is some-
thing that’s got to be done,” said Karidogiannis.

MARTIN C. BARRY
marty@newsfirst.ca

You’ll be looking for a way around the intersection of Notre Dame Blvd. and Curé Labelle Blvd. for the 
next month at least, as the City of Laval carries out a major water main and sewer pipe replacement 
project at the busy corner. (Photo: Costa Hovris, Newsfirst Multimedia)

FIX IT!
DON’T REPLACE IT!

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL ASPHALT  

Call Natale for a 
FREE ESTIMATE
(514)777-3774

We repair:
• Cracks 
• Pot holes  
• Edges of garage   
 entrances and   
 foundations
• Replacement   
 of drains

with MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OIL BASED  
SEALER PROTECTION

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE

BEFOREBEFORE AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER

AFTERAFTER
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THURSDAY ONLY!  

10AM to 7PM
Baskets can now be 

purchased 
in store!

• Strawberries
• Cabbage
• Cauliflower or Brocoli
• Blueberries
• Sweet Corn
• Bananas
• Kiwis
• Lemons
• Mango
• Zucchinis
• Lettuce
• Avocado
• Cucumber
• Tomatoes
• Onions
• Apples
• Mystery item

FRUITS ET LÉGUMES

 3151-B  boul. DAGENAIS OUEST
(near Curé-Labelle) Laval, Québec  H7P 1T8 
(514) 473-4591  |  panierdufermier.ca  |  panierdufermier@gmail.com

Read what people are saying about us:
https://www.facebook.com/PanierDuFermier/

Our weekly 
customers

A value of$60+at the supermarketYou pay only $35

up to

Ordering is as easy as 1,2,3

This week’s basket:

1

2

3

Place your orders online or by  
phone before 9pm on Thursday.

or place your order on  
Facebook ($5. for delivery)

Pick up your baskets on 
Friday or Saturday

Fruits and 
Vegetables
16 to 20 Varieties

Fresh of the day at amazing prices!
Reserve yours today!

We now deliver to your home!
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24 HOUR MONITORING

(514) 289-8585
Burglar • Fire • Cameras • Intercoms
20 years at your service!

ALARM SYSTEM 
INSTALLATION + 
12 MONTHS  
MONITORING!

• 1 x Alexor 9155 main alarm unit
• 1 x WT5500 wireless  
 2 way keypad
• 1 x WS4904P wireless motion  
 detector
• 2 x WS4945 wireless 
 door/window sensors

• 1 x WT4989 wireless 2 way 
 key chain remote  
 with icon display
• 1 x battery backup, 
 power supply, telephone jack
• Including 1 year monitoring

System
Includes:

$49999

Careless pellet gun use earns a 19-year-old 26 months
A 19-year-old man who fired off a pellet gun at 

some friends’ house, while also firing into the face 
of a young female acquaintance causing injury, 
was sentenced recently at the Laval courthouse 
to 26 months behind bars.

In his decision rendered against Gabriel 
Marion, Judge Serge Cimon recounted how the 
accused fired four times at one victim, hitting 
her in the forehead, while also shattering her 
eyeglasses and causing pieces of glass to enter 
one of her eyes.

Marion had just turned 18, reaching the age of 
a legal adult, when the act took place in January 
2020. Although he was already subject to special 
conditions previously imposed by court order to 
not be in possession of firearms, he nonetheless 
got a hold of a pellet-firing gun, before turning 
up at his friends’ residence.

Fired pellets inside home
According to facts stated by the judge in his 

report, Marion had used marijuana beforehand, 
then started firing off the weapon inside the 
home.

Although the people he was visiting asked him 
to stop, he continued firing off rounds at them, 
according to the judge’s report.

At one point, one of them asked Marion to 
fire at her so that she could learn to control her 
fear. Happy to oblige, he followed through on 
her request, and a year after the incident she 
still has pain in the eye that was wounded by 
one of the pellets.

The accused was charged under criminal code 
sections concerning possession of firearms, 
even though the weapon he was using was a 

pellet-firing weapon. According to the Canadian 
criminal code, some pellet-firing weapons are 
classified as firearms.

Judge threw the book
Although Marion expressed regret for his 

actions and for having wounded a friend, the 
judge noted the seriousness of his acts given 
they were committed with dangerous weapons.

A psychiatrist’s report tabled during the trial 
noted that the accused had in recent years 
developed an increasing interest in firearms, 
and that he had expressed a desire to eventually 
acquire a real gun.

In addition to the 26-month prison sentence, 
Marion also was given three years of probation, 
and he is now forbidden from owning certain 
types of firearms for the rest of his life.



1
2

  
• 

 T
h
e 

La
va

l N
ew

s 
 •

 M
ay

 1
2,

 2
02

1

Serving the community for over 25 years...

Monday to Friday 8:00 am to 7:00 pm   
Saturday 8:00 am to 1:00 pm

For your entire dental needs call : 

450-682-3921
4375, Notre-Dame, suite 7, Laval 

(corner Elizabeth)

Our priority is your healthy smile...Centre Dentaire

Dental Center
Notre-Dame

Chirurgien dentiste / Dental Surgeon
Dr. Savas Fortis, DDS

Generous to a Fault
I have been living with my 
boyfriend for a year and a half 
and consider myself lucky to 
have such a great man in my 

life. However, we cannot see eye to eye 
on one subject!

     We both grew up 1000 miles away, and 
my boyfriend’s friends and family insist on 
staying with us for up to weeks at a time. 
We live in a vacation destination, just 
minutes away from a million beautiful 
and interesting places, but every guest is 
reluctant to spend a dime.
     So far this spring, I’ve had houseguests 
for a total of three weeks. I really don’t 
mind entertaining, but these people invite 
themselves and have no other plans than 
to hang out at our house every moment.
     So despite working all day, I come home 
to a house full of hungry, messy guests to 
cook and clean for. Also, I feel sensitive to 
anyone’s comments about me, my house, 
and my domestic skills. His mother, for 
example, reorganizes my cabinets while 
I’m at work.
     Recently, I decided to stop taking an 
anxiety medication to see how I fare 
without it, but these weeks of pressure 
are really getting to me!
     My boyfriend is generous and kind to 
everyone, which I admire, but how can I 
get him to understand this is too much 
for me?

     Elise

Elise, a farmer views rain from 
one perspective and a city dweller 
from another. Each may be 
right, but only from their own 
perspective.
     You see your boyfriend’s friends 

as spongers who make work for you, and 
his mother as a woman who doesn’t 
understand proper limits.
     He may think his mother only wants to 
help. He may see his friends as attentive 

and caring people who want to spend time 
with him. From his perspective, they don’t 
want to sightsee because the purpose of the 
visit is to be with him. In addition, he may 
appreciate that they incurred an expense 
to visit.
     On a superficial level, your letter is 
about setting boundaries and negotiating 
a settlement. But below the surface, there 
is a more important issue.
     He has a generous nature. Though you 
might force or threaten him into a partial 
change, in a short time he will revert to 
his normal way of acting. It is who he is. 
That may explain, at least in part, why you 
are with him.
     Why do you date someone? To find 
out who they are and to learn if you can 
live with who they are. Can you or can’t 
you live with a man who you think is a 
soft touch to his family and friends? That 
matters because, if you say “I do” to him, 
you will also be saying “I do” to his friends 
and his mother.
     You love him…but for his accommodating 
nature…but for his friends and family…but 
for the fact you can’t live this way.
     Then again, maybe it is not his friends 
or his family. Maybe he is not right for you.
     You have anxiety issues, so it is important 
to be with someone you mesh with. Those 
issues don’t give you the right to make 
others change for you. Those issues should 
make you more mindful of what you need.
     If you force him to stop acting as he 
does, his friends and family will blame you. 
You might get your way and stop resenting 
him, only to have him start resenting you.
     When a man wants to cut a woman 
off from her friends or family, we call him 
controlling and manipulative. If you want 
the same, what should we call you?
     A farmer views rain from one perspective 
and a city dweller from another. Each 
may be right, but only from their own 
perspective.

     Wayne & Tamara

Wayne & Tamara Mitchell are the authors of YOUR OTHER HALF (www.yourotherhalf.
com) • Send letters to: Direct Answers, PO 964 Springfield, MO 65801-0964 or email: 
DirectAnswers@WayneAndTamara.com

?Direct 
Answers
  From Wayne & Tamara

Q

A

How to 
make your 

yard safe for 
kids

Are you a 
parent or 

grandparent to 
young children?

If so, it’s important to think about risk prevention 
when you design your land scaping. This will ensure 

you can provide a safe space for your little ones to play. 
Here are a few tips to get you started.

THIS WEEK’S TIP

• Create a designated space to safely store tools, fertilizers, pool che-
micals and other potentially dangerous items. Don’t keep toys in the 
same area. 

• If you plan to build a multi-tiered garden, consider using ornamental 
gates and ramps to reduce the risk of falls. 

• Make sure pools, ponds 
and other bodies of water 
are fenced off and only ac-
cessible through a gate that 
latches. Check if your mu-
nicipality has height requi-
rements.

• If you use stakes to sup-
port climbing plants in 
your vegetable garden, co-
ver the ends to prevent in-
juries in the event that 
someone trips and falls.

Finally, when it 
comes to populating 
your gar den, choose 
non-toxic species wi-
thout latex or thorns. 
Or better yet, opt for 

edible plants.
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WE BUY GOLD AND DIAMONDS

Same address since 1989
1799, boul. Curé-Labelle,  
Chomedey (North of St-Martin)

Before selling 
elsewhere,  

come see us!
Mon. to Wed. - 10am to 5:30pm

Thurs. and Fri. - 10am to 7:00pm
Saturday - 9am to noon

Sunday - Closed

- For over 38 years -

solutionrl.com
*No price by phone

450-681-1363

Dishwasher and charcoal person 
needed for full time or part time 
work. Good working conditions. 
Please call Dora: (438) 763-9320

Big upper duplex, quiet, clean,      
facing Cartier metro station. 
Much much more. 
Tel: (450) 669-8087.

George Tellides Carol DerosSoula Tellides
514-927-3721

Chartered Real Estate Broker
514-258-1829

Real Estate Broker
514-258-8845

Real Estate Broker

NDG Bright corner unit  with huge windows 
allowing full natural light from dawn to dusk. 
Ideally situated between Monkland Village and 
Hampstead. 10 min walk from Monkland cafes 
& shops as well as Provigo & IGA, 10 min walk 
to Hampstead park. Steps from bus 51 and 66, 
15 min walk to Snowdon and Villa Maria metro, 
accessible family friendly neighborhood!

New Bordeaux for rent  Beautiful 2 bedroom 
condo for rent in an excellent location, large living 
room, 2 good size bedrooms, new counter tops 
and backsplash in kitchen, freshly painted, very 
clean and well maintained building. Includes 1 
indoor parking spot. Available immediately!!!

Pierrefonds Large 6 1/2 for rent  newer 
construction (2004) available immediately 
excellent location just steps from Pierrefonds 
Blvd renovated kitchen with granite countertops 
parquet floors master bedroom with ensuite 
bathroom and walk in closet 2 full baths and 1 
powder/laundry room in basement 2 car garage 
and 2 car exterior parking included

Ideally situated!

Available immediately!

Excellent Location!

HELP WANTED: APARTMENT FOR RENT:

REVENUE DEVELOPMENT AND GRANT WRITING OFFICER 

The Quebec Community Newspapers Association (QCNA/AJRQ) is seeking 
a mid-career Revenue Development Officer to manage and support the En-
glish-language community media of Quebec with grant application support, 
as well as sourcing novel revenue generating models that will help sustain the 
minority language community media in Quebec. We are seeking a profession-
al with a successful track record in grant writing for Federal and/or Provincial 
grants. Bilingualism is essential.  

WHO IS QCNA?

Since 1980, The Quebec Community Newspapers Association is dedicated to 
the professional and economic development of English community newspapers 
and their enterprises serving minority communities in Quebec. Recognized as 
the official representative of Quebec’s official language community newspapers 
by the federal and provincial governments, the public, and by the vast major-
ity of Quebec’s community press whether independent, corporate, or not for 
profit, the QCNA is as unique as the members it serves.

Duties would include:

 • Developing the capacity of English community media in Quebec (news 
  papers both print and online, and radios) to fully benefit from funding  
  initiatives from all levels of government.

 • Perform a continuous watch of all programs and funding opportunities  
  for community media and relay ongoing information to targeted  
  newspapers and radios.

 • Provide targeted support and training to English community media  
  representatives towards successful grant proposal writing and relevant  
  project planning.

 • Build a database of vetted external consultants and experts in various  
  fields to support OL community media.

 • Perform a survey to identify the needs of English community media and  
  develop an action plan.

 • Develop an online communication tool to disseminate information.

 • Deliver training sessions and give one-on-one support to targeted media.

 • Perform extensive research and maintain an up-to-date inventory of all  
  potential funding opportunities for minority-language community media  
  in Quebec.

 • Support QCNA with annual core program funding, grant writing and  
  reporting.

 • Research novel revenue-generating models that will help sustain the sector  
  (from marketing and advertising, to contests and events, and beyond.)

We are looking for someone who is self-motivated and self-disciplined, has 
excellent communication skills, can work independently but is team-oriented, 
and is dedicated to contributing to the growth of the English language commu-
nity media sector in Quebec. Preference will be made to those who are bilin-
gual and have a track record in applying for government grants. 

The QCNA office is located in Gatineau, Quebec. 

Please submit a cover letter and resume to: info@qcna.qc.ca
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Contact us today to place an obituary or in memoriam in our next issue  
NO CHARGE Email: production@newsfirst.ca • Tel.: 450-978-9999

In Memoriam & Obituaries
PICARD, THÉRÈSE (LALONDE) 
1932 - 2021
In Laval on April 29, 2021, passed away Mrs. Thérèse Picard 
wife of the late Ronald Lalonde. She is survived by her 
children, Jacques, Manon and her granddaughter Catherine 
(Vincent). She is survived by her brother Réal and her lover of 
the last 19 years, Roger Pépin as well as her children Johanne 
(Pierre), Carole and André (Nicole). She is also survived by 
several relatives and friends. 

LAPOINTE, SIMONE
1951 - 2021
Mrs. Simone Lapointe, deceased on May 2, 2021 at the age of 
70, wife of Mr. Aimé Berthelot, daughter of the late Mr. Georges 
Lapointe and of the late Mrs. Rose Anna Normandeau. 
Besides her husband, she is survived by her daughters 
Kathy (Jean-Guy), Audrey (Gaby), her grandchildren William, 
Keya, Ludovic, Ethan, Billy, Nicolas, Louve, as well as many 
relatives and friends. 

AUDET, MARCEL
1938 - 2021
It is with sadness that we announce the death of Mr. Marcel 
Audet in Laval on April 27, 2021, at the age of 82, he was 
the spouse of Liane Bureau.In addition to his spouse, he is 
survived by his sister Solange , his brothers Carol (Joelle) 
and Ghislain (Diane), the children of his wife Lucie (Pierre), 
Daniel (Lysette), Lise (Daniel), the late Yvon (Nathalie), Sylvain 
(Sophie), his nephews, his nieces, his brothers-in-law and 
sisters-in-law as well as several relatives and friends. 

VALADE (BLAIS), MARCELLE
1927 - 2021

The family regret to announce the death of MARCELLE BLAIS, 
wife of the late Marcel Valade, in Laval on Saturday May 1, 2021 
at the age of 93 years. She is survived by her children Alain 
(Denise), Ginette (Réal), Johanne (Serge) and Lucie (Gaëtan). 
Her grandchildren, great grandchildren as well as many other 
relatives and friends. 

Banner Ad Goes Here

Grief is something that needs to be actively 
worked through. Freud outlined this idea in 
his seminal essay “Mourning and Melan-
cholia,” and his theory of grief work re-
mains at the core of modern approaches to 
handling loss. Here are four strategies for 
actively dealing with grief.

1. OPEN UP TO OTHERS
Grieving individuals need to express what 
they’re feeling. Bottling up or ignoring 
one’s emotions only causes them to fester. 
For most people, talking with friends and 
family members about what they’re feeling 
is the most natural and easy way of unburde-
ning themselves. 

2. EXPRESS YOURSELF  
THROUGH ART OR JOURNALING 
Not everyone is comfortable opening up 
to those around them. When this is the 
case, a person can express his or her fee-
lings in a variety of other ways. Dancing, 
making music, and painting can all be 
effective means of expressing grief. 
Journaling is another method of releasing 
pent-up feelings, with the typical method 
being to write down everything felt and 
thereby identify and explore the full 
range of emotions.

3. READ BOOKS ON GRIEVING
Many mourners find solace, strength and 
wisdom in books in which novelists talk 
about their experience of loss. There are also 
books in which experts on grief and grieving 
provide tools for dealing with a loved one’s 
passing. Here are some notable ones:

• Levels of Life by Julian Barnes (essay)
• The Year of Magical Thinking  

by Joan Didion (memoir)
• It’s OK That You’re Not OK  

by Megan Devine (self-help)
• A Grief Observed  

by C.S. Lewis (collection of reflections)

4. EAT WELL AND EXERCISE
Self-care is essential when grieving. Eating 
well, drinking lots of water and exercising 
regularly will help balance the griever’s 
mood and improve their well-being. The 
exercise needn’t be strenuous; stretching, 
brief yoga sessions and short walks can be a 
good start.

Actively working through one’s grief tends 
to be very helpful. How ever, oftentimes 
individuals need additional support, gui-
dance or simply a listening ear. In such 
cases, getting support from a grief counsel-
lor can be invaluable.

Dealing with grief:  
four tips for grappling with loss

Our family...caring for yours

55 rue Gince, Montreal  |  514 228-1888 | complexeaeterna.com
• Largest viewing  
  room  in Quebec

• Personalized service  
   tailored to your needs

• Parking for 130 cars
• Full support and help

• Reception Hall / Cafeteria
• Available 24 hours - 7 days

• High quality services  
   at a much lower cost

Complexe Funéraire

ive for the momentL

Στέφανος Σβουρένος
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Coffee Break

HOW TO PLAY:
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column, and every 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 through 9 only once.

Each 3x3 box is outlined with a darker line. You already have a 
few numbers to get you started. Remember: You must not repeat 
the numbers 1 through 9 in the same line, column, or 3x3 box.

CROSSWORDS
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Last Issues‘ Answers

The luckiest signs this week:  
LIBRA, SCORPIO AND SAGITTARIUS

Week of MAY 16 TO 22, 2021
HOROSCOPE

ARIES
You’ll participate in an event that forces you to step 
outside of your comfort zone. You’ll accomplish great 
things and exceed your own expectations. This will 
bring you immense pride.

TAURUS
You don’t have to go far to find happiness: your home 
and family give you a reason to live. Don’t hesitate to 
have your loved ones over for a meal, even if it’s just 
to celebrate the arrival of warmer weather.

GEMINI
When you can’t tolerate the situation any longer, you’ll 
make the necessary changes. You’ll also ob¬tain the 
financial means to embark on a new adventure.

CANCER
A bit of exercise will help clear your mind and ease 
your concerns. If your relationship is still new, you’ll 
seek affection and commitment. Without these 
things, you’d prefer to enjoy your freedom.

LEO
You’ll stand out by getting things done. No one will 
think of you as being all talk and no action. If you’re 
moving this summer, you’ll get a head start on pack-
ing so you don’t have to rush at the last minute.

VIRGO
Despite a buildup of fatigue and your fragile health, 
you won’t let yourself be kept down. You’ll take steps 
to regain your energy. Or¬ga¬nization and determina-
tion are key.

LIBRA
A friend might break your trust. This will teach you to 
distinguish between givers and takers. As a result, 
you’ll have more time to spend with the people you 
truly care about.

SCORPIO
You’ll be assigned a new project. You’ll show off your 
talent and skills in front of many people, which could 
put you in the running for a promotion.

SAGITTARIUS
You’ll be overwhelmed by an urge to explore, so you’ll 
head straight to your travel agent to plan the perfect 
summer vacation. You’ll be motivated by curiosity.

CAPRICORN
Certain emotions will occupy your attention for one 
reason or another. In addition, you’ll feel a strong 
need for change. New clo¬thes or a new hairstyle 
should do the trick.

AQUARIUS
Morale might not be high these days, but all you need 
to do is get together with people you love and do 
something exciting. Even at the office, you can find 
ways to have fun.

PISCES
You’ll find a pile of work waiting for you at the office. 
By staying or¬ganized and being methodical, you’ll 
manage to get the job done. Don’t let procrastination 
hold you back.

ACROSS
1. Confession topic
4. On the briny
8. Naked
12. Tilling tool
13. Fellow
14. Ancient
15. Finished lunch
16. Petting
18. Pillages
20. Clever
21. Hire
22. Travel endorsement
23. Although
26. Rock’s Pearl ____
27. Margarine container
30. Five cards, in poker
31. Submit, as a question
32. Contend
33. Not even
34. Haze
35. Hex
36. Chilled
38. Blacktop
39. Winter drink
41. Married man

45. Kind of complex
47. Unhappiness
48. Past due
49. Final exam, 
sometimes
50. Timespan
51. Ran away
52. Prescription 
information
53. Earth’s upper 
atmosphere

DOWN
1. Fraud
2. Particle
3. ____-do-well
4. Level charges against
5. Sun blocker
6. Lobes’ locations
7. Monkey
8. Foundation
9. Provoker
10. Monthly payment

11. Anxious
17. Do the breaststroke
19. “____ Lang Syne”
22. Dyer’s tank
23. Reporter’s query
24. Once owned
25. Show
26. Earthenware container
28. Times of good fortune
29. Hive builder
31. Pea holder
32. Restrict
34. Noteworthy act
35. Palace
37. Removed the center of
38. Albacores
39. Newborn cow
40. October stone
41. Sub
42. Fills with wonder
43. ____ and cranny
44. Withhold
46. Stylish



Shine 
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Marquise is a gorgeous jewel 
set in an urban oasis
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